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Abstract:

Research on formal education and its genesis invites further exploration of
a series of inquiries: What constituted the landscape of education prior to the
establishment of schools under the patronage of the Arab Islamic state? How
were educational disciplines and institutions defined, when did they come into
existence, and what were the underlying factors and catalysts for their
emergence? To what degree did the state assume responsibility in overseeing
educational affairs, and what was the interplay between the institution of
schooling and the advancement of society during that specific era?

The interest in education originated from a comprehensive system aimed
at nurturing the human persona in alignment with a religious perspective
founded on a series of teachings and guidance necessary for personal growth and
the acquisition of knowledge to decipher life's mysteries. Education serves as a
pivotal conduit for obtaining knowledge, fostering intellectual development,
instilling proper values, and expanding religious studies. Within our research,
we have examined the significance of education, commencing with the
acquisition of literacy skills during the era of the esteemed Messenger
Muhammad (peace be upon him) and his dedication to educating Muslims, as
highlighted by examples from the Noble Qur’an. We have explored various
centers of education, including Dar Al-Argam, Al-Kateeb, mosques, houses of
knowledge, scholarly councils, and bimaristans. These establishments paved the
way for the establishment of the first mosque incorporating an educational
Institution, namely the Al-Qarawiyyin Mosque in Fez. Subsequently, during the
Seljuk era, independent schools flourished, with the Nizamiya institutions under
the King's administration, namely the two Nizamiya schools in Baghdad, which
we have addressed, as well as the Nizamiya school in Basra. Our study also
encompasses the Mustansiriya school and the central school, both of which were
meticulously managed.
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