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the introduction:

Praise be to God, and prayers and peace be upon the Messenger of
God, Muhammad, may God bless him and grant him peace. As for
what follows...

There are many opinions of late and contemporary thinkers
about the term state and its essence. Islamic thinkers began to be
interested in theorizing about the Islamic state after the fall of the
Ottoman Caliphate Some of them considered this interest as a result of
the Islamists being influenced by the concepts that prevailed in
Western culture, including the concept of the state, and this was due to
the lack of interest of Muslims before this period in theorizing the
issue of the state.

However, most of their concern was power, because the dispute
between Muslims was a dispute over power and not the state, and that
is why | chose the book (The Concept of the State, by the Moroccan
thinker Abdallah Al-Arawi), | decided to read this book and came up
with some conclusions, which is a mini-research under the title (The
concept of the state according to the thinker Abdullah Al-Arawi, an
intellectual study). The author discussed Western studies, theories,
and doctrines. Then he went back to explaining the positive state and
its nature, and tried to describe and diagnose these theories according
to the level of perception and the level of reality. He criticized
opinions and embraced other opinions in an attempt to come up with
clear conclusions that show the concept and view of each doctrine of
the state.

There are those who see the state as a tool and mechanism to serve
the individual in his worldly life, and there are those who see it as an
aim to refine the individual’s behavior and make him human, and
there are those who link it to the economic field, and there are those
who see it as a device for suppression and deterrence of the animal
nature in man.

In addition to other theoretical viewpoints of the state, the author
dealt with all of them with study, analysis, and criticism. The book
consists of six chapters, but in my research | focused on the theory of
the positive state, the formation of the state, the critical theory of the
state, and the traditional state in the Arab world.
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