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This research sheds lights over the British documents that
were written on the politics of the British occupation of Iraq.

That policy was considered as a tremendous series of the
military stability which paved the way for the foreign British
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domination in Irag. The importance of this study comes from a
precise reading for division of Hillah. In addition, there are
other cases in regard with the British attention in the native
tribes in convenient way with colonial interests. Thus, the
British concerns could be divided into three parts-:

1. The tribal phenomenon was overwhelming in Iraq and
could not have been melted in pure civil administration.

2. Inventing a planned and gradual dissolution to the Iraqi
patriotism through a new policy " Iraqi National Unity".
So, the Shabanah Riiz was an important stage of that
policy.

3. As long as Hillah in the Middle Euphrates and populated
by various tribes that were known for their war ability,
the British intended to use these capabilities to control
the neighboring towns such Najaf, Kufa and Kerbala '
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358ll5 3yabaally 252 Lially slalially wadail) gl agibyea (e Db ¢ Ll
Gl (A Calialy el Laloaiy) A8 86 Sk dpanlly 4na)
O A aelinlse paiall apatlly da s Ciyedad (3355al) Lpalady
Jale Jia (A1 Cappaill A je (e Canil) Jie Llanal) dusjlaally ¢ MUhlS
o OS5 bl (8 aalsll a5l Giise agilysase agilapXi s o aolus
me OS5 pgmall alaat Al Gladll Ealga ps8g aie Bacluall & o0
O e e Gl lally Lnsanal (8 Cis Sigan die gals 3
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o) (e Joadl aly Calaal) e Hlieal) @D mliad Y A duy,
Lol Agiia ola€ g3 s 101 J5LAD Ul 40 by 21 32 5adl Jas il
@AY %Y ol (Ll UG Y %Y oy Le 3 A, g 5yadl
Lo Tan (500 AL Lei€ly (cuSun Bpms 535 5e RS Adail dibias
O Y dea leay
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Ghall & Y bl Jsadll s (e Jlas Aglay,dl 5)aY) cuil
¢ b abicy e S5 535 e e Qlaa o Jsanll peall (e
ol Jeea Al Jooaldl e Uil g 55 43kl Cilaaly e daaling
Cialy dinally haslie 5e5) Glalial) Hyie s 48l Jlae¥ls dlisha cilibndl
e Qliad Llall (8 aghil (e at)ll o CBlha s Asbiany 43l
ol aig cogandl Ganli cililee (e Aaiie CuilS bl Y1 31 55k
olaily el (ypmai (a8 ) Ailesdd Jpdl) @l iyl Lavie 4l el

\1e

AY 18— e - (19) amd) JEY g el A il j3 At




a0 Al Lndgall Adal) dadalia (g Adlad) A8)ad) LAY 4835l
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SRS cpids gl s laslas
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(Sl JEN a8lsas Adaall eyl aaaals Sy aaaidliny agilale
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Q)\J\}“ cJ.J J—A\}“ \J_A} s@kl_m dS_,..u Mb ;N_Uﬁ ‘H\ U"..)al—"‘“d\
cualially paallall e o) BLE (e Cpedydiiall ) e salll dplay )
rdanl) (dalgd

(485558) 3alacY ) Ve yalal) el o Jagussl) amelle 58l 8 Gy pal) dall) pena ()
Gashaac alial 5la gaiy Alea b e 4 b (¥) ASEL i mhu sl ()
(D 4 (4ld) (S2) 3alacY e Ve heds = Al AsSalle glag
sina Rt el Bl apl e dgwad (s olis) 35S CSle e uia (1)
AYAac Yo VAV 6 calan ¢ Agpall s daglae ¢ Jalal)
Olomdl bae colaty onsa il deidangic Syl Ghall S g g ()
YUEa V40
(S)Quoted from British Government , Report of Administration for
1918 of Division and district of the occupied territories in
Mesopotamia (SHAMIYAH DIVISION ) Annual Administration
Report Division ,from 1st January to 31st December 1918 ,
Vol:1,P.101.
o Sgene (oS5 1l slal) Coall Cilskis Clme go daalill o apall ()
L) AT 6 dlare YAYA= YAV € Ghall ac
iy (1078) dle Ghall il platls Glblul) e b osildall () ()

& el aainall ady DA DDA Lle s alll 1 e e agiien
oo gl s ol agihaley ST JSy ellual) ) (el Cands Zie Lain) deay
oosls Jeall maal s caed Ladie 44y canpal Ll o)y cilalall o3a
Wl gelyy AUt aas D casnds bl Jaies ol iy fis ¢ Glilhad) G
oally Y5 DNy Jladly aball HasiulS G il el ZlY) Jilag
S onsaly 4ty Ghall b pildial) Silubin @iiind by iy Jilugs
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GAgyaall bl il 5 el (ood L Cadall anaalgl dadly Ll
e Yh ) AVe cigym LDl Hla e oS aaldll de tdaay

S s canl) Gl s e Rielinl lad ¢ gl e 0e el (1)

'EYU“ DG‘ YlY.vo0 gy

Y Ga ¢ dnit aadll (7)

Lie Ll oaldl Gl albe s Jihall acinadl JS5) un 258 Chay
Gl O ¢ %IV sl ¢ %0 Gssnll) b Aud) aldl ADE ) adia
Dl @hall 4 AV deleae JSl cpua alsd 2 ety Jaal@ll e a3l (%Y £

AYGac) A darae il i)
el a8 (ihuall) (ay aellse) Al ) Cpdlpll QB) o o sildiall pung
Sl Juy (Olaell) Lol pmb¥) cibm) a Juade dla ol
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s lalaalim Al cibually asully dpesenll Osall aguys ASHaSl sl
il o diload) il 4l e jilsal) abaalin A o sully 25l
AS ARl sy ah3) jedad (Al L) jeda alail) 138 (e (B 8al) a5
pad) oEalll i ) e YL pew 4n b Y ailey AE () Shiayg
Al edd cAglle iliatiiue o1l AasSall (ysagaty o Wsas palad () oShiays diladially
b Bl gl eWsas el (me osie 5 Blal) JiA3 e s
DS (paile aay (Ole¥) Al — cSlas glel) Cuen At Do liial A6k agie
dalaidll e dglailly 4y Al 4ud L elda) dids agudil o lslea
Afentis idS (e daligh 42l 1) 8 28V A pagege lajel llg il
Sladl sl Lliess « Audentis daadll 44a,aY) cpe lays s3sald) dplisll
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DIV cuse Jian €779 (a2 gy ¢ pilly Ao Lall 4y pall dagdl)

\Ve

(")

(")

AY 18— e - (19) amd) JEY g el A il j3 At




a0 Al Lndgall Adal) dadalia (g Adlad) A8)ad) LAY 4835l

Sldall oSall Al WL cane sl jge e dlam Ay A Auldall
JTYA=YTIA e 143 ¢ alall ggjﬁu.hu ANAYY-YATA
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e g il 4l Al gl s V0V Lo M Mlpayes (@) Jsh 4l
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plad S () e o) a S AE 8 el sl @sallanall 1 o) e ()
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VAVT Gl jlany 1318 lead) dles b dlicie Al Jad 3y CilSy )yl
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¢ ol Guoall puld) Bhall jelat 8 Aall jene endill 268 ) e
—V4vo dplayll BG4 4 @halle adhE iAo a4V Cigym
Y oae YAAG Ol ¢ debdall 4)all jlac)aYs

Agall Hla 1ATY=Y A € Ghall 3 V) A ol cgplall deal alee ()
OAE ac) AVA o)k

) Wy (ol At St e Aesena opl e (olaS gadeS Gl ()
Linalls Ll (3hlie gaen (b ety Hlatll lSial i) 1o+ di USle Blise
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O Ialrie Lalaia) el dnigl) e culing (Sls waigd) s Ll (3yd g
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Nl 4580 asbaadlly (olail Taliall ¢ awdl) aalgl) ve dgen t playy Jualidl)
Yo ol ¢ aai daals dadaac VTTASY e e gl 8 Y1 44,20
VA alais (G Amhae Jiea S5 daagi (Bhad) (I EDay ¢z o ()

CElga Ve
SVAYT) (@VFTV-IYAY) el agall 3 Juasad) ¢ sl dese aula (V)
99 G fma e 1A9Y ¢ Juasall ¢ Aliaall Jeagll deguge ¢ (V944
(lg)British Government , , OP. Cit, P.101.
(**) Ibid, P.100.
asagll o YIA A V8 6 Caadl) Aiae ey ) bl o (7)
G A LAY Al dnes " ey (bl Juady layll
Llaall Juiel ldlee) Jg) & cmamy S0 YRYY /0 /) 8 s
Caall Sla Jie) Lavie Lgd 345 Jyl Caaag ¢ ) ) dilaie 3 Cpuland)
i e Canill Aiae ol leas YAVA I YY) b Jlisle GlS) ALl
O Tpmdadlly Caaly gipe slian i @A) e Sl Gall Llao
8 ¢ gwall @l ae L duadl aadl ddee & Jeldll psall ) asbudll
YE G e VAVY ¢ laac el Jae ¢ JL ) LeaSla e ay Caail)
(21) Quoted from British Government , OP. Cit , P.100..
(**)British Government , OP. Cit , P.100..
clly ¥ dpSue 48y a5 (GN) i) olieay Binbashi sl o sl ()
G eadiuly gain GN e Jsped) Wlieey S il 3 aadi
pandle glla diew + (pia) Apend ) i & Lad Zapel) (igad)
¢ OlSy Gua daae @)1 ae drabie ¢ AUl dpldial) Clalhiadll oo s gall
ST e Galplle Akl ag8 diSa
Slall an (Cmellas pill Sluall) olinay Basibozuk (355 5L (e 4eali (7)
Al Cuaiall gl 8B jedls callall (el T8adlly condl oW e skl (ol
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sdll o3l o Gl Gaw M) LIl o dena jean s 8 Gsds o5
0T e 4di juaall L pae (e Ciplin el okl
(25) Quoted from British Government , OP. Cit , P.100.
(G 43led) sale ¢ Baladl juadl ¢ alSinls Sling ¢ 2l aaal (7))
Blaally @) lla ) dsiall 538 e il L) Zdle G3e B GabV) i ()
(Vere ) YDA Gle aadae i lapes alall Gllal o) o)) luain
Omen abU el Ghall s goane o %V daaly owld Al Gema
¢ lgia dany b Aliall 5)3Y) Cigay DS el b Ay lill LYY (5 gumial
NOEa Y Ee ) ma Y om Y pe eDlSe dpulal) Agal) "ad £ S G
LYY a ) sradle day pud) Ji il 35S cSl(™)
( 2 ) Quoted from  Britsh Government , Review of the civil
Administration of the occupied territories of Al Iraq 1914-
1918,Baghdad ,E.N, 1918, P.70.
(*")Quoted from Ibid, P.71.
0 G el aadlle b st 35S cula (7)
( %) British Government , Review of the civil Administration.. , OP.
Cit., P.57.
(**) Ibid , p58.
( M )Quoted from British Government , Review of the civil
Administration.. , OP. Cit., P.58.
(35)Quoted from Ibid , p58
Zabilie e Hed ) ADUA) JLS) any G3lall (sl d scbabliall 2Uas (™)
(political officer i aSla) Cuaie gSue hla e saaldl (5
sanlll Gl dalaie (el lade alys halie ) Chand laysay saslsll Aalalialls
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Assistant  political uluddl Sl acli) Cuaiar (e bl i
-l (officer

(37) Quoted from British Government , Report of Administration for
1918 of Division and district of the occupied territories in
Mesopotamia, .. , OP. Cit.,P.101.

(38)Quoted from  British Government , Review of the civil
Administration.. , OP. Cit., P.59. & dulayll $)la¥) ¢cpn juali e ¢
IV Gac) 49 calan daala ¢ QY AIS 1AV YV A € )l

(39) Quoted from British Government , Report of Administration for
1918 of Division and district of the occupied territories in
Mesopotamia, ... , OP. Cit, P.101.

(**) Ibid , p.101.

(*' )ibid , p.101

(42)Quoted from British Government , Report of Administration for
1918 of Division and district of the occupied territories in
Mesopotamia, ... , OP. Cit, P.101.

(*) Quoted from Ibid , p.101.

(**) bid , p.101.

(45) Quoted from British Government , Review of the civil
Administration.. , OP. Cit., P.70.

(46)British Government , Report of Administration for 1918 of
Division and district of the occupied territories in Mesopotamia,
..., OP. Cit, P.101.

VAAT caaiy ¢ el Aagdae ¢ olah galedl de Aansi ¢ lSiac Gulasi oy ()
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(48) Quoted from British Government , Report of Administration for
1918 of Division and district of the occupied territories in
Mesopotamia, ... , OP. Cit, P.101.

(*’)Quoted from Ibid , p.100.

(50) Quoted from  British Government , Review of the civil
Administration.. , OP. Cit., P.71.

) Quoted from Ibid , p70.
>%)Quoted from Ibid , p70.

33) Quoted from Ibid , p71.
54 )

51

P

Quoted from  British Government , Review of the civil
Administration.. , OP. Cit., P.71.

(SS)Quoted from Ibid , p71.

(56) Quoted from Ibid , p71.

(*")Quoted from Ibid , p71.

(**)Quoted from Ibid , p71.

(*) Quoted from Ibid , p71.

(®)Quoted from Ibid , p71.

(61) Quoted from British Government , Report of Administration for

1918 of Division and district of the occupied territories in

Mesopotamia, ... , OP. Cit, P.101.

(62) Quoted from Ibid , p101.

(63) Quoted from British Government , Review of the civil
Administration.. , OP. Cit., P.71.

(** )Quoted from Ibid , p71.

(®* )Quoted from Ibid , p70.
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(®) Quoted from Ibid , p58.
DY G G aadle i glis S cule ()
(68) Quoted from  British Government , Review of the civil
Administration.. , OP. Cit.,72.
e raaele llal) HSa) G sl Jlsd) sl e e gefiie (1)
G Y ) Eeigmn aadl Eosall la eCipa) Gaaall 8 bl ad) dales
(2l ASsN Yo
( 70 ) Quoted from British Government, Review of the civil
Administration.. , OP. Cit.,p58.
(71) Quoted from Ibid.p71.
(72) Quoted from Ibid.p71.

o I Aine dlia Aldiall $lasdl sge die Al Auaal ddbaal) dad ) il ()
Cinsal Lal Cinse gl se g calaig A5 dasipe o)) ol N8 ¢ Baae
iy A5 Jafipe YAV ale el Aapy Iy VAT Gle (sLad) sa 3l sy
Gorll Jladll (e ooy Lol eloly gl clad N Cuamy VAGE Gl
ey dans¥) bl QB sy ¢ Al Gigiad) e el Gl Gay $DS
Caaille Apuall Jaae Alall gl Jal) (3558 Chugy + abauss b Ghall
Y=Y G ) 470
(74) British Government , Report of Administration for 1918 of
Division and district of the occupied territories in Mesopotamia,
..., OP. Cit, P.101.
( 7 ) Quoted from British Government, Review of the civil
Administration.. , OP. Cit.,p72.
(") Ibid.p72.
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(") Ibid.p72.
("®) Ibid.p73.
(")Quoted from Ibid.p73.
(*) Quoted from Ibid.p73.
81YQuoted from  Ibid.p73.
T ale DS b cpeal) 4l ae agiind (e ) o e o el s (V)
il I 51 Jeags dhall QLN die Ludia 1ay gy ¢ legd Cag By
(83)Quoted from Ibid.p73
(84)Quoted from Ibid.p74.
(*) Ibid.p74.
(86)Quoted from lbid.p74.
(*') Ibid.pp74-75.
R Qs mlall o hee s DY AEYVAMA goliall s zladl e ( M)
AT ol I Ll (M) (5l ) Aal 8 Ay bl jlaa G ses
A llas aly G i agee Gl sas o U 48580 G aluliss Ulla Caaills
b il aaily el 8 L) cyshail) e 3 hlie ] il e
O Omen s bl s dlsa anl8 0l Jaaldill e il 3had) Gl
NY acae caaille i<l Lae palally ‘:..ALA\
(*) Ibid.p 75.
(90 )Quoted from Ibid.p 75.
bl sl foae J8 Ghall B el Lvia Alee A ()
Tk e Ay B Al Leadadin) pla PlaY) am (Sl dplal
Aghad) 2l Fpl gl Gebie Aley sty sy dyde Ly s,
AAC =IVA Gac) 0AC slaax delihallg 3)laill 4S50 dandaac Y AVY =Y YOA
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( 92 ) Quoted from British Government, Review of the civil
Administration.. , OP. Cit.,p76.

%) Ibid.p 75.

%) Quoted from Ibid.p 76.

%) Quoted from Ibid.p 76.

% ) Quoted from Ibid.p 76.

.~ e~ e~ L~
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(i (3ilis) 8 peiial) Ailhay ) (3iligh )

1- British Government, Review of the civil Administration
of the occupied territories of Al lraq 1914-1918,
Baghdad, 1918.

2— British Government , Report of Administration for
1918 of Division and District of the occupied
territories in Mesopotamia (SHAMIYAH DIVISION )
Annual Administration Report Division ,from 1st
January to 31st December 1918 , Baghdad ,Vol: 1.
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Starexest SHowrNe Civin Post Orrrecs ™ ‘Iraq.

1 2 3 4
. Civil Post Offices Proposed Branch
Wilayet. Civil Post Offices open.  sanctioned to be Post. Offices.
opened shortly.
Daghdad Baghdad * Ba‘qubah Abusaidah i
z Hillah Abu Sukhair

Kerbala ‘Aziziyah

Kadhimain Balad

Khaniqin Dali ‘Abbas

Mandali Diwaniyah

Musaiyib Fallnjah

Najaf Kifri

Samawsh Kufah
Qizil Robat

. Romadi

Samarra il
Shahraban
Shinafiyah
Tikrit
Tuwarij

Tuz Khumatli

Total 1 9 17

Basrah Abul Khasib Bughailah ‘Ali Gharbi

‘Amarah Qurnah Badrah
Baarak (Ashar) Hai Town
Basrah City Qal‘at Sikar
Kut Shatrah
Nasiriyah . i
Qal'at Salih 5 . !
Saq al Shuyukh
Zubaic :
Koweit |
= Absdan 3
Ahwaz :
= - Mohammarah |
Total ... 13 2 5 ’
Grand totel .. 14 1 22 g

_ 8. TRIBAL POLICE.
MEMORANDUM ON SHABANAN IN MESOPOTAMIA.

A printed note is attached on Shabanah. These are irregular District
Tolice and do not include Town and Municipal Police who are under a separate
organisation descrited, as far as concerns the Basrah Wilayet, in the Depart-
mental Report in the * Review of the Reports on the Administration of the a
Hasrah Wilayet, from April fo December, 1917.” ;

Shabanah may Le said to take the place of the Turkish Gendarmerie in
tbe Distriets. They are Civil Police, localised in their respective districts
which they are seldom willing to leave.  Their reliability and efficiency
depend largely on the Shaikhs of the tribes from which they are drawn, and
their capacity for drill and training is at present a varying quantity.

They are recruited by the District Political Officer who is in all cases the
officer on whom final responsibility for everything in the district rests. Their
British Officers are known as ‘“ Assistant Political Officers in charge of
Shabanah.” -

They have lieen organised in most cases to relieve the Military authorities, 3
wherever possible, of patrol and guard duties on roads, rivers and railways,
and of euard duties on (Government Stores at places where troops are not
sationed. They are further nsed by Polideal Officers, as necessary, to adsist
the Civil miministration in collecting revenue and in preventing tribal dis-

« and the arrest of evil-doers.

the enemny recedes from the ‘Iraq it is possible by their means to relieve
ix on the lines of communieation. and they may be regarded
wellum organisation tor ihe general protection of the

t and th oquent safetr of the reads relenses
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travellers in tribal territory from the necessity of submitting to the exactions
of Shaikhs who were accustomed to demand passuge-fees trom them und us
often as not allowed their tribesmen to rob those who had paid for immunity
from robbery. Their utility must depend for some time on the good-will of
their Shuikhs whora the Political Officer can contrel in-otlier ways, In many
places, particularly amon the y nruly tribes of the Luphrates, their sphere of
control extends far beyoud th.. direct influsnce of the Military. By their
means it is possible to sufeguard from robbery and highwaymen roads and
areas which Lave not the advantage of wilitary control. They are essentially
a purt of the Civil Administration and as such wre pusishable by District
Oﬂ?lcers for offences committed by them against Civil or Criminal I

The importance of shabanah is becoming more obvious now that the war
is drawing to a close. T'he ‘Iraq is such that & military force will always be
necessary to control murauding tribes. TDutelligent Arabs who expect the
people to be allowed to control their own Jestinies und are democratic in
sentiment are well aware of the necessity of 1u armed force to keep the peace.
They know what the outer world teuds to ‘enore, that the well-armed and
only partially civi tribes of the 'Iraq weuld hav straint in

Y their actions and as little merey on the towns us the wiid tribes of the Iudian

V frontiers if they were not kept i check by the presence of arvied [orces res;
to strike quickly at oftenders. 'I'ri
tions a menace 1o peace and good order
a substitute for military forces. They ¢
certain degree of military discipline, whos
are also for the most part tribesmen, and the very fa
from the triles und enlisted in the service of the Government constitutes a
control over their wiles und at ihe same time tends to weaken the tribes’ man-
power, It is boped further that, when they have freed themselves of their
apprebensions that they will some duy be impressed for regular military
service, and consent fo be moved and wingled with tribesiuen of other districts,
their so mingling will serve us an important step in the effort to break up the
hard and fast lines which separate the trihes
of dissension.  National unity is impossible on {he t
federacy, as is patent to any oue who has read the hi
‘Iraq or in central Arabia for ithe last hundred y
between iribes ave broken and the Arab comes'to 1o
:a member of the Muntafig or of the Beni Lama but
and not till then will the theory of national unily
become a practicable proposition, sad thien this budy of tr
armed and traived in the urts of war, will form the uucleus
In the meantime the tribes orve better armed thun they
successful marauder reriains the beau ideal of the tribal imagination.

al or local polies,
3 ional army.
aml the

Ay 10 Noveswer, 1918,

Rerort ox Hriran Smanayam vros J.

During the period November, 1918, the Shabansh foree of the
Hillah Division has been 1 110 its preseut numbers, 520 sowars, 300 foot, and
has been truined on the lines luid down by the C.C. ixchis Sewo. N, 4708/63,
para. 3 of Hth March, 1918.  The first three months foe ile wost part were
spent in endeavouring to induco the shabanah placed by the Shaikhe in the
various road and district posts to come into Hillal for training. Eventually
the men from every post came in to Headquarters and showed: great keenness
in learning their drill, and there were practically no requesis to go back ta
their posts before they had completed their training. (Ine of the results of
their coming in was the weeding out of many old and pl 1y incumpetent

_v men who had previously heen skabanah in the district and road posts. In the
shabanah which then existed in Hillah there were also a great many old and
infirm men-aud many other permanently (mostly suffering from vencreul
diseases) who were weeded out. So from about the end of March to date the
time has chiefly been spent in:— :

&

(1) Further iraining of the men.

(2) Enlisting recruits to fill up vacancies and increase numbers to those
at present authorised.

With the assistance of the various British Officers and N.C.0.’s who have
been attached to the shabanah the training lhas proceeded satisfactorily, and
the men have shown great zeal and have adapted themselves to military disei-
pline with sarprising readiness. :

Many difficulties have been met with in recruiting on which I append a
separate note, but the numbers of sowars are now complete, and the infantry
<(if the Kerbala Town Police are excluded) nearly so. s the rotal number of
shabanal aceording to the pay list of Jawuary was 530 (less Diwna ak
shabanah) and the total number vf discharge: 1o dale : 2, the total number
(including the detachment at Kufah) enlisied to date i 647, Notes ape
uppended under the tollowing hoeadings : — g R ot
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/4.) . Enlistment.
(B.) The tribesman and the townsman. 5
/C.) Attitude taken up by local Shaikhs and tribes.
(D.) Training and discipline and equipment.
(E.) Horses—zuitability of—shortage and high prices of.
(F.) Arab Officers.
(G.) British Officera.
(H.): Reports by various inspecting Officers.

(A.) Enlistment.

FEulistment is the gauge by which one can measure the popularity or un--
popularity of the shabanah amongst the Arabs and is therefore to a -great
extent the criterion of its success. - It is worthy of note that :— A

(@) Whereas formerly—till about April—recruits from the tribes and
especially the more distant tribes were practically unobtainable,
. they are now coming in plentifully. And that
(b) Townsrhen in Hillah, Musaiyib and Hiudiyah up to about April o~
were easily obtainable and now-a-days cannot be enlisted at all.

The reason for this is not far to seek. In the case of tribesmen. In
January and February when training was started in Hillal the ramour went.
round that the British were short of men in the ficld and that the Government
wanted to form an Arab army either to fight the Turk or to send to Bombay or
London. The rumour was lent colour {a hy the introduction of uniform.
Nevertheless, all the shubanah who remained in the various posts after the old,
sick and incompetent had been weeded out were gradually brought in to
Hillak, did a course of training—average six weeks—and returned with uni-
form to the centre which was nearest to their district. This to a certain extent
allayed tve peoples’ dombts. Iurther reports were spread by the trained
shabanah as to the severity of the training at Hillah. This also undoubtedly
had its effect on recruiting; but now that large numbers have done the same
course of training and have returned to their districts in many cases fitter and
stronger than when they left, fear of training at Hillah has a very small, if
any, effect on recruiting. The greatest impediment to bringing mexn from
the district into Hillah has Ueen lnck of proper accommodation. All the
shabanal i Fillah with t} -eption of those on guard—4() iu the one room
availuble and those men whose homes are actually in Hillab, many of whom
are sent to the district to replace men brought in for training, sleep in the
various coffee shops, etc., in the hazaars, or in the stables, which, up to one
month ago, were entirely unfit for human hahitation. Now that the L.P.0.’s
Khan has heen faken over, @ barrack which will be ready for use some time in
‘November, this difficulty is entirely removed : but it undoubtedly was the only
Teol canse why the men-from the district disliked coming into Hillah. So
with all these difficulties removed it is not surprising that recruits are coming
in well from the tribes. Later on siill more may he expected as many suitable
men are now forced to work on railways, canals, ete., who would otherwise
have Lecome shabanah. On three occasions parties of men~who had been:

% enrolled hy Arab Officers in the district o send ‘in to Hillah to enlist were
taken off for Government labour. In-the case of townsmen, one may say that
the number of recruits obtainable varies in inverse ratio to the number of
(Government works in which they can get employment. Early in the year
Government employ in Hillah was considerably more difficult to get than it is
at present. Arab Labour Corps, Irrigation, I.W.T., ete., all offer profitable
employment to the type of townsmen who would otherwise have become a £
shabanah. The pay as a rule is little less than that of an infantry shabanah,
and in somie cases more. Many draw rations also—add to this short working
hours and always living at home, and it is not hard to see that the average:
town Arah will prefer the easier, freer and in some cases more luerative job.
A case in point 1s that of Bash Chaoush Rashid, who had done nine months’
service in Hillah, liad worked with the greatest zeal, and had turned out very
well and had been appointed drill instructor. Some six weeks ago he insisted
on taking his discharge. e is now working as a carpenter on the Jarbui‘yah
Bridge on Rs. 75 per month, and is drawing rations. This then ix the chief
reason for recruits being difficult and nowadays almost impossible to get from
towns and the surronnding villages, but one'must also realise that the average
physique of a youth who lives in a town is not such as to imbue him with desire
for on active life. and as a rule he will prefer any kind of sedentary work to
the Jife of a shalianah. T uppend further notes on their characteristics in note
B, as some 25 per cent. of the shabanah are townsmen aud they are a class to
ke considered.

The terms of eulistment are as follows: —
ery man enlists fo
in easo of at

hree months and brings with liim a certificate from
. or from a mukhtar or well-known man, in
that e knows the man to he
Tty e l‘\!]"”‘." the first 'hl'!‘t‘
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months if he deserts, aud Juring that period is respousible for anything
:stolen by Lim. In the »ase ut tribeswen, cach man brings a rifle with hin.
It is not possible to insist ou this in the case of towpsmen. All sowars provide
their own horses.
The chief agents for recruiting at present are the Shaikhs wiho will per-
_suade men of their tribes to join the shabanah if the Volitical Officers recom-
mend them to do so. Shabanah officers have little influence in recruiting
beyond persuading enlisted men 1o enlist their relatives, and a few individuals
they may talk into becoming shabanah whom they meet on tour.

(B.) The Tribesman cnd. the Townsman.

The shabanah is now in its initial and experimental stages, and its status
eventually will probably depend to a great exreut e ihe experience guined
now. One of the primary consideratious will he the iype of men of
the shabanah is furmed, and their suilabilily or unsuitability for the dut
required of thema. The following rote describes the t s whicl
are enlisted in the shabauah, while detuils of their var e given
in note C:— 1

‘\’ Again one may conveniently divide the types enlisted under the two
headings—tribesinan and, townsmun

The Tribesman —-Stretching {rom the Duluim iu the north
in the south, avd the Bani Hasan on the west, the recruiting avea embraces
neatly all the tribes of the Zubaid confederacy. In eve the type wha
wost readily culists is the fullah who either from pecuui itficulties, or to:
_any other specific reason, desires to better himself. Iie sees in the shabanuk
an open uir life, and that for a good period of his service e will he at the
post nearest to his district, that the possession et o liorse w:ll} get him extii
pay, whereas if lie is only the purt owner of o horse (vide Note E) he wiil
probably be able to buy the other shareholders ot and possess the auimal him-
self. All this attracts him and he goes to his Sbhaikh.  If the Shaiklh advises
him to joiu and gives him a security. e eulists in the shabaual.  The fallah
as a rule is strong and weather-heaten, and is used to ng irom his child-
Lood: in short, an ideal .type. of “eavalty recrwit. He bas proved himself
ssingulurly houest in matters rezarding bis | thes and equipment,
but ov the other hand his me 4 west ovder.  Like the
‘“ country cousin '’ ut home | nearest town as a plase
to go home and amuse him 0 be a suisance io
the bazaars unless kept un L from the tribes-
men on the Iudiaa N.-W. ¥ronti - religion, few if
any keep the fast, Fven Muhar time to ac to
the nearest town and see the ‘Iza—and otherwise amuse himeseli.  Lying is
-one of the tribesman’s worst faults. The majority ¢f them viil swear to
lie by even the name of ‘Abbas, which they appeur to Lold more sacred than
any other. The readiness with which they adapt themselves to military dis-
- cipline is surprising, and parades, far from being a trouble, are cnjoyed by
the great majority, especially any form of field day, which they enter into
with great zest.  Naturally the good cliects of training in lillah wear oft ou
their return to their posts, but as soon us the bare barracks at Hillah are reudy,
arrangeruents will be made’ to all the men in road p i ini
balf at a time for a month’s training, whereby every man will do six months’
training a year in Hillah. One of the great effects of this training has heen
to a great extent to do away with (amongst the shabanah themselves) inter-
tribal bad feeling—thus Bani Hasan and Fatlah wor!
whilst Mu‘amrah patrols go into Juhaish country «

0 Another type of tribesmen recruited is the Bedu. These ave only got
Y from the Bani Hasan and a few individuals from the Juzirah Mu‘amrah. To
a great extent the same remarks apply to these as to the fullah. They, are
much wilder, however, and will tuke much longer to discipline than the more
domesticated fallah. The Bani Huasan sowars on the Kerbala Roud have done
very well in blockade duties and against grain smuggling Bedu, but it remains
to be seen what effect o loug period of peace in their country and the continual
“round of training in Hillah will have on them.

ons trib

o the Jnbur

7z

The Nazli or out of work mavn who has settled on someone’s estates is
another type that enlists. In iuny cuses he is a fallah who has fallen on
ud ways. Ie may, however, be an udventurer who is prepared to take up
any sort of career by whiciv he can earn or steal his daily bread. By working
lard for the owner of the lauds lie has settled on, he gets into his favour and
eventually manages ta get a security from the Shuikh of the tribe and enlists
in the shabanali.  Some of these men turn out very well indeed, whereas others
do not, and the Vaz a tvpe that shoald be guarded against. and this can
ouly be done by Bri cud Arab odicers coustantly touriug the district and
thus getting to knuw wheri the individual 1een come from,
. The families of Shaikhs are now & mncr restricted ground for vecruiling.
vwing to the policy of appointing a puramount Shaikh. The many minor
Shaikhy, who previously had iufinence in their own small sub-sections, have
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sunk to a great extent into insignificance and, whereas many will recruit men.
for the shabanab with great enthusiasm and profess great admiration and
Jiking for the force, it will be found that tbey have done this out of purely
personal ambiticn, or to detract from the influence of the paramount S.Ruikh.
There remains the family of the Shaikh of the tribe. It is probable that
with the persuasion of the 0. he will be ready to assist the shabanah in any
way he can, but any suitable young man of his relatives who from reason.
ot Lis education as well as his birth would be suitable for an Arab Officer, will
lie required by the Shaikh to assist him in his manifold duties in his district,
and to be his representative if he is sick or away from the district. The only
type obtainable therefore are very distant relatives, whose own influence is-
siall, or who from physical or mental reasons are of no use to the Shaikh.

The Townsman.—Although no great numbers of them are’ available,
towhsmen are an absolute necessity in the shabanah. The type of man who.
enlists is, as a rule, some merchant or artisan's stant, who thinks he can.
get more pay and incur less expenses in the cshabanah. This class is, as a rule;
cducated to the extent of reading and writing, and they very soon adapt them-
selves to militar discipline and lewen theiv drill and dutics with great readi--
ness. The infanlry at Hillak, composed entirely of Jlillah {ownsmen, has.
turned out some really good drill instractors, which is in itself remarkable, a~
considering the shortness of their s viee. :
In many eases bad food and living in confined spaces have lold on their
health and constitution, and their, physique is not s0 good as thot of the trihes-
man; but they are far more civilised and wmore adaplable to discipline,sand
are well suited for guard duties and such work as they have in the towns
(patrols, ete.). At fhe instant when shabanah are taking over guards from
the military on L. of C., etc., they are u valuable adjunct to every guard.
_ They are more liable to be influenced by their religious leaders than the tribes-
man. but no tronble of this kind has arieen. To sum up, the townsman is most.
wble for his edneation and his even nature which tokes to military disci-
well, whereas his weak points are bad plysique and the number of ills:
fly venereal) to which he 15 heir.

(0.) Attitude of local Shaikhs and Tribes. i
(1) Albu Sultan.—Shaikh <Addai has taken up the point of view that,.
as hie is ectirely able to control his tribe and keep order in his district,
chabanah are mot necessary there. Of late be bas been taking a languid
interest in the post at Imam Hamezah, but as a result of his attitude, of this
large tribe only 45 men have heen enlisted.
(2) Mu'amrah.—Shaikh Hazza® has taken a lively interest in the
shabanah from the very beginning aud always assists in keeping the post at
Mahawil up to the strength and has also enlisted 15 men at Hillah.
(3) Juhaish.—Shaikh Faisal has taken mno interest whatsoever in the
shahanah beyond producing a few of his dependents mostly of un uusuitable
type for the post at Haswah. Nevertheless the Juhaish sowars are of a good i
type eud are mostly enlisted from a few {amilies at Iskandariya. = i
(4) Dulaim.—The only men enlisted from this tribe are from a few
families near Khan ‘Azad. They have very conveniently prevented the neces--
sity of enlisting from the Ghurair for Mahmudiyah post. .
(5) Ghurair—No men of this tribe are enl¥sted as their Shaikh said that.
he would refuse to allow any of his men to go in to Hillah for training.
(6) Mas‘ud.—Shaikh ‘Abdul Muhsin has assisted the shabanah well in.
the Musaiyib district and the type of sowars enlisted from this tribé are as.
wood as are-oblainable anywhere in the Division. o
(7) Tasar.—Shaikh Rashid has taken little interest in the shabanah. . v
Till just lately he has been producing a-few men for Hindiyah, but only 15
men arc enlisted from this tribe.
(8) Fatlah.—No interest has been taken in the shabanah by Shaikh
Samawah or by his tribe. This is prohably due partly to the numbers of Bani
Hasan enlisted in the Hindiyah District. Only 14 men are enlisied from this:
tribe.
(9) Bani Hasan.—After the A.P.0., Hindiyah, drew the atiention of
Shaikh ‘Amran io the Tact that shabanah were necessary for the protection of
the Kerbala—Najaf Road and recommended that he should interest himself in.
it, tiie Shaikh produced great numbers of recruits and procured for them good
horses.  Ho also sent hix adapted son. Mubsin, who was made Arab officer in
charge of the road. The Tesults have been excellent and the A.P.O.,
Hindiyal, had twice mven these shabanah momentary rewards for pood work
against grain smugghng Bedn. Itis commonly veported in this district that
Tedus will not date to tace the shabanah.
{1M) XKhafajah.—As the result of my refusing to accept any of the
ad shabanah from tiiis tribe heir average age was well over 60
braiiim, has taken no further interest in
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(11) Jubwr.—Of late recruiting has been particularly good from this
tribe, thanks to the interest taken in the sbabuanuh by Sha h Murad. This
tribe should form the Hillah shubanal’s most rrusttul re ing ground.

(1)  Small tribes—A certain number of men are enlisted from sraall
tribes, such as the Julihah, ete.  These are very useful iu breaking up tribal
cliques in posts, ete. 7

(D.) Traizning, Discipline, Patrols and Equipment.

I'raining has been carzied out on the lines luid down.by the C.C. in his
No. 4708/5/3, para. 3, and the system has proved entiv distactory.  The
shabanah are now well competeit to cope with practic ally any situation they
might meet with in tribal fighting with the local tribes. As success in savage
warfare depends chiefly on mobility (the essential of surprise) and initiative
in the individual (to cope with unforeseen situations) the state of training
demanded must be higl.

Up to the present results at musketry have proved that with justruction
the shabanah will become good shots, and they have the initiul advnutage of
physical strength und good nerves.

& Discipline in its evil.cme sense is practically nou-existent in the indi-
vidual man and will tuke vea=: to develop, thongh it is clearly proved tbat
the men’s natures are very amenable to order and regulari
f1aining will undoubtedly instil discipline into them. .For example a mun
who would not think of missing a parade or not turnieg up for guuwrd, will,
under cover of Lis uniform, insull passers-by or take by ibes when on blockade
duty. The eradication of this will be "mdual but it is certain, us the men
have already adapted themselves to the winor points of military discipline
well. The improvement in the discipline in the tribesman shabanah from the
road posts, etc., can be seen from the fu:t that whereas up to April every
individual had to be personally persuaded to go into Hillah for training, they
can now be sent for and got in whenever desired.

The sending of the detachment to Nai-f in June was a high test of the
men’s discipline at such an early stage cf their trai 4

On the occasion of the festivals and at Muhair m, when it was a great:
temptation for the local men (o be at their homes, there wus not a singlc
absentee from the suards.

The discipline is good collectively, but will take sowe time to develop
individually.

All roads are patrolled twice daily, and owing to the quiet state of the
country, they have had little to report, save ﬂoods, broken bridges, ei:. it
is worthy of note that on the two occasinns when the Baghdad \mmxmh was
fired at on the road near Mahmudiyah. the patrols arrived on the =not mmn»
diately on one occasion, effecting the arrest of the man. This patrol work has
the good result in bringing out initiative in the men.

Equipment.—The .301 Peabody ritle which is issued to the shabanah is'a
serviceable weapon. It is not suitable for fine shooting at {argets, but is far
superior to the arerage weapon with which local tribesmen:s
therefore efficient. A fixed baltle sight to £00 metres is of o
to irregulars. The ammunition is very bad, some 3¢ per cent
being missfires, and the results of the other 70 per cent. very vau
may suppose that the issue of Turkish rifles is oaly a terapor:
bayonets for these rifles are of good pattern, but are v

ery heavy, making
smartness in handling arms with bayouets fised ditfieult. The sowars”
saddlery is all'of Arab p.ntern and Jeaves uuch to he desivad,  After the war

some form of regular so22ler, will be necessary.

The sowars are tiuired od armed purels as Mouated Infantry; their
horses only heing used for mobility, a.4d as steadiness is a .:n-.u essenlial i
M.I. work, uny form of arme l-lanche, except o L aycnet, would he a hindranee
to training and instilling the, necessary sinse ot discipline in them.  The
principle which is worked on is that {he sffect of eontrolled fire action by
irreqular mounted troops is much more than that of uncontrolled or semi-
controlled shock action, even when the opportunity for the lot’er may he
favourable.

(E:) Shabanah horses— .itahility of, shortuge and high prices of.

A more ungainly and i" _naped animal than the average {ype of shabnnah
pony would be hard to fin . Ou the other hand for hard \mrk lons distance
rides,; and cross-country riding over the tvpe of obstacles {0 be met with i in this
country, (hev are hard to beat. Horse ruanagement and stable discipline to
large extent is left to the men themselves, and although some of their metlun'&
are contrary to ours, the results are very satisfactory.  So with ~.huemg Tl
Arab prmcxple of shoeing and type of shoe, although diametrics aily opposed
to what one is used to, appears very efficient and cuses of lamenes h:\m ininrad
hootfs or bad \]munp are practicully non-existent. A zood le of the
horses’ stamina was shown duriug the operations in the Albu Sultan ‘country
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sunk to a great extent into insignificance and, whereas many will recruit men.
for the shabanab with great enthusiasm and profess great admiration and
liking for the force, it will be found that they have done this out of purely
personal ambiticn, or to detract, from the influence of the paramount Sguikh.
There remains the family of the Shaikh of the tribe. It is probable that
with the persuasion of the P.0. he will be ready to assist the shabanah in any
way he can, but any suitable young man of his relatives who from reason.
of his education as well as his birth would be suitable for an Arab Officer, will
e required by the Shaikh to assist him in his manifold duties in his district,
and to be his representative if he is sick or away from the district. The only
type obtainable therefore are very distant relatives, whose own influence is-
siall, or who from physical or mental reasons are of no use to the Shaikh.

The Townsman.—Although no great numbers of them ure: available,
towhsmen are an absolute necessity in the shalunah. The type of man who.
enlists is, as a rule, some merchant or artisan's tant, who thinks he can.
get more pay and incur less expenses in the shaban: This class 1s, as a rule;.
cducated to the extent of reading and writing, and they very soou adapt them-
selves to militar discipline and lewrn theiv drill and duties with great readi-
ness. The infanir Tillah, composed entively of Jlillah townsmen, has.
turned out some really good drill instraciors, which is in itself remarkable, ﬂ
considering the shortness of their service. :

Tn many enses bad food and living jn confined spaces have told on their
health and congtitution, and their physique is not s0 good as thut of the trihes-
man; but they are far more civilised and more- adaptable to discipline,s and.
are well suited for guard duties and such work as they have in the towns
(patrols, ete.). At the instant-when shabanah are taking over guards from
the military on L. of C., etc., they are u valuable adjunct to every guard.

_ They are more liable Lo be influenced by their religious leaders than the tribes-
* nan, but no trouble of this kind has arisen.  To sumn up, the townsman is most.
ble for his education and his even nature which tekes to military disci-
v well, whereas his weak points are bad plysique and the number of ills:
ichiefly venereal) fo which he 1s heir. .

(0.) Attitude of local Shaikhs and Tribes. i

(1) Albn Sultan.—Shaikh ‘Addai has taken up the point of view that,.
as e is ectirely able to control his tribe and keep order in his district,
shabanah are not necessary there. Of late be bas been taking a languid
interest in the post at Imam Hamzah, but as a result of his attitude, of this
large tribe only 45 men have heen enlisted.

(2) Mu'amrah.—Shaikh Hazza® has taken a lively interest in thie:
shabanah from the very beginning aund always assists in keeping the post at
Mahawil up to the strength and has also enlisted 15 men at Hillah.

(3) Juhaish.—Shaikh Faisal has taken mo interest whatsoever in the
shabanah beyond producing a few of his dependents mostly of an unsuitable

type for the post at Haswah. Nevertheless the Juhaish sowars are of a good ; {
type aud are mostly enlisted from o few {amilies at Iskandariya. . “ H

(4) Dulaim.—The only men enlisted from this tribe are from a few i
families near Khan ‘Azad. They have very conveniently prevented the neces-- i

sity of enlisting from the Ghurair for Malhmudiyah post.
(5) Ghurair—No men of this tribe are enl¥sted as their Shaikh said that.
he would refuse to allow any of his men to go in to Hillah for training.
(6) Mas'ud—Shaikh ‘Abdul Muhsin has assisted the shabanah well inc
the Musaiyib district and the type of sowars enlisted from this tribe are as.
wood as are-oblainable anywhere in the Division. o
(7) Tasar.—Shaikh Rashid has taken little interest in the shabanah. . =
Till just lately he has been producing a-few men for Hindiyah, but only 15
men arc eniisted from this tribe.
(8) Fatlah.—No interest has been taken in the shabanah by Shaikh
Samawah or by his tribe, This is prohably due partly to the numbhers of Bani
Hasan enlisted in the Hindiyah District. Only 14 men are enlisied from this.
tribe.
(9) Bani Hasan.—After the A.P.0,, Hindiyah, drew the atiention of
Shaikh ‘Amran to the Tact that shabanah were necessary for the protection of
the Kerbala—Najaf Road and recommended that he should interest himself in
it, tlie Shaikh produced great numbers of recruits and procured for them good
harses. He also sent hix adapted son, Muhsin, who was made Arah officer in
charge of the road. The Tesults have been excellent and the A.P.O.,
Hindiyah, had twice mven these shabanah momentary rewards for wood work
inst graie smugghng Bedun. It is commonly reported in this district that
tedus will not date to tace the shabavah.
{10) Xhafajah.—As the alt of my refusing to accept any of the
original rond shabanah from ti i heir average age was well over 60
and two men were blind, the SI \ins, has taken no further interest in
{ie <hzlanab
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(11) Jubur.—Of late recruiting has been particularly good from this
tribe, thanks to the interest taken in the sbabunuh by Shatkh Murad. This
tribe should form the Hillah shubanal’s most trustful recrniting ground.

(12) Small tribes.—A certain number of men are enlisted from: small
tribes, such as the Julihah, ete. These are very useful iu breaking up tribal
cliques in posts, ete. 2

(D.) Training, Discipline, Patrols and Equipment.

Training bas been carzied out on the lines luid du the C.C. in his
No. 4708/5 /4, para. 4, and the system has proved entir istactory.  The
shabanah are now well competeit to cope with practically amy situation they
might meet with in tribal fighting with the local tribes. ~As success in savage
warfare depends chiefly on mobility (the essential of surprise) and initiative
in the individual (to cope with unforeseen’situations) the state of training
demanded must be higl.

Up to the present results at musketry have proved that with justruction
the shabhanah will become good shots, und they huve the initiul advautage of
physical strength und good ner ;

) & Discipline in its evl.cme sense is practically nou-exislent in the indi-
\ vidual man and will tu - to develop, thongh it is clearly proved tbat
the men’s natures are very amenable to vrder and regularity, und constant
f1sining will undoubtedly instil discipline into them. .For exampls a ma
who would not think of missing a parade or not turnieg up for guurd. will,
< under cover of his uniform, insull passers-by or take hribes when on blockade
duty. The eradication of this will be gradual, but it is certain, us-the men
have already adapted themselves to the iinor points of military discipline
well. The improvement in the discipline in the tribesman shabanah from the
road posts, etc., can be seen from the fu:t that whereas up. to April every
individual had to be personally persuaded to go into Hillah for training, they
can now be sent for and got in whenever desired. 4

The sending of the detachment to Nai-f in June was a high test of the
men’s discipline at such an early stage of their tru

On the occasion of the festivals and at Muh m, when it was a
temptation for the local men (o be at their homes, there was not a s
absentee from the ruards.

The discipline is good collectively, but will fuke sowe time to develop
individually.

All reads are patrolled twice daily, and owing to the quiet state of the
country, they have had little to reporr, save floods, hroken bridges, ei:. it
is worthy of note that on the two occacinns when the Bughdad Arabanal was
fired at on the road near Mahmudiyah. the patrols arrived on (he pot imme-
diately on one occasion, effecting the arrest of the man. This patrol work has
the good result in bringing out initiative in the men.

Equipment.—The .301 Peabody ritle which is issued to the shab:
serviceable weapon. It is not suitable for fine shooting st {ary
superior to the average weapon with which local tribesmen med, and is
therefore efficient. A fixed battle syght to 400 metres is of great advantugs
to irregulars. The ammunition is very bad, some 3C per cent. cf the rounds

sl

anah isa
but is far

being missfires, and the results of the other 70 per cent. very v One
may suppose that the issue of Turkish rifles is only a teraporary m The

bayonets for these rifles are of good pattern, but are very heavy, making
smartness in handling arws with buyouets fised diticult. The sowars™
saddlery is all'of Arab patiern, and Jeaves much to he desivad.,  After the war
some form of regular s»2 2lery will be necessary.

R\ The sowars are ti.ined sod armed purels as Mouated Infantr
horses only heing used for mobility, a.d as steadiness is a great essenfial i
M.T. work, uny form of arme llanche, except o Laycnet, would be a hindranes
to training and instilling the necessary scnse of discipline in them. The

principle which is worked on is that {he sffect of ‘eontrolled fire action by

irreqular mounted troops is much more than that of uncontrolled or semi-
controlled shock action, even when the opportunity for the lot'er may he
favourable.

(E.) Shabanah horses— .itability of. shortuge and high prices of.

A more ungainly and i’ .naped animal than the average {ype of shabanah
pony would be hard to.fin .  On the other hand for hard work, long distance
rides, and cross-country riding over the tvpe of obstacles (o be met with in this
country, they nre hard to beat. Horse ruanagement and stable diseipline to &
large extent is le(t to the men themselves, and although some of their methods
are contrary to ours, the results are very satisfactory.  So with shoeing.  The
Arab prineiple of shoeing and type of shoe, although diametricaiiy opposed
to what one is used to, appears very eticient and cuses of lameness from fuinred
hoofs or bad shoeing are practicully wom-existent. A wood o ;
borses’ stamina was shown dz

t ‘ t Nample of the
ing the operations in the Albu Sultan ‘covntry
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sunk to a great extent into insignificance and, whereas many will recruit men.
for the shabanabh with great enthusiasm and profess great admiration and
Jiking for the force, it will be found that tbey have done this out of purely
personal ambition, or to detract, from the influence of the paramount Shaikh.
There remains the family of the Shaikh of the tribe. 1t is probable that
with the persuasion of the P.0. he will be ready to assist the shabanah in any
way he can, but any suitable young man of his relatives who from reason.
ot Lis education as well as his birth would be suitable for an Arab Officer, will
e required by the Shaikh to assist him in his manifold duties in his district,
and to be his Tepresentative if he is sick or away from the district. The only
type obtainable therefore are very distant relatives, whose own influence is-

sall, or who from physical or mental reasons are of no use to the Shaikh.
The Townsman.—Although no great numbers of them are’ available,
towhsmen are an absolute necessity in the shabanah. The type of man who.
enlists is, as a rule, some merchant or artisan’s stant, who thinks he can.
get more pay and incur less expenses in the shaban: This class i, as a rule;
educated to the extent of reading and writing, and they very soou u pt them-
selves to militar diseipline and lewrn theiv drill and duties with great readi-
ness. The infantry at Tillak, composed entirely of Jlillah townsmen, has.
turned out some really good drill instractors, which is in itself remarkable, ﬂ
considering the shortness of their ser vice. i
Tn many eases bad food and living in confined spaces have told on their
health and constitution, and their physique is not 0 good as thot of the tribes-
man; but they are far more civilised and more-adaptable to discipline,sand.
are well suited for guard duties and such work as they have in the towns
(patrols, ete.). At the instant-when shahanab are taking over guards from
the military on L. of C., etc., they are a valuable adjunct to every guard.
_ They are more liable to be influenced by their religious leaders than the tribes-
man. but no trouble of this kind has arisen. To swin up, the townsman is most
= wable for his education and his even nature which {okes to military disci-
uvline well, whereas his weak points are bad plysique and the number of ills:
(ehivfly venereal) to which he 1s heir. .

(C.) Attitude of local Shaikhs and Tribes.

(1) Albn Sultan.—Shaikh ‘Addai has taken up the point of view that,.
as le is entirely able to control his tribe and keep order in his district,
chabanah are mot necessary there. Of late be bas been taking a languid
interest in the post at Imam Hamzah, but as a result of his attitude, of this
large tribe only 45 men have been enlisted.

(2) Mu'amrah.—Shaikh Hazza® has taken a lively interest in the
shabanah from the very beginning aud alway: ists in keeping the post at
Mahawil up to the strength and has also enlisted 15 men at Ilillah.

(3) Juhaish.—Shaikh Faisal has taken no interest whatsoever in the
shabanah beyond producing a few of his dependents mostly of an unsuitable
type for the post at Haswah. Nevertheless the Juhaish sowars are of a good t
type aud are mostly enlisted from o few families at Iskandariya. . = H

(4) Dulaim.—The only men enlisted from this tribe are from a few
families near Khan ‘Azad. They have very conveniently prevented the neces--
sity of enlisting from the Ghurair for Mahmudiyah post. € >

(5) Ghurair.—No men of this tribe are enlisted as their Shaikh said that.
he would refuse to allow any of his men to go in to Hillah for training.

(6) Mas‘ud.—Shaikh ‘Abdul Muhsin has assisted the shabanah well in.
the Musaiyib district and the type of sowars enlisted from this tribe are as.
anod as are-oblainable anywhere in the Division. o

(7) Tasar.—Shaikh Rashid has taken little interest in the shabanah. . i
Till just lately he has been pruducing a-few men for Hindiyah, but only 15
men arc enlisted from this tribe.

(8) Fatlah.—No interest has been taken in the shabanah by Shaikh
Samawah or by his tribe. This is probably due partly to the numhers of Bani
Hasan enlisted in the Hindiyah District. Only 14 men are enlisied from this.
tribe.

(9) Bani Hesan.—After the A.P.0., Hindiyah, drew the attention of
Shaikh ‘Amran o the Tact that shabanah were necessary for the protection of
the Kerhala—Najat Road and recommended that he should interest himself in
it, tlie Shaikh produced great numbers of recruits and procured for them good
horses. He also sent hix adopted son, Muhsin, who was made Arab officer in
charge of the road. The vesults have been excellent and the AP.O.,
Hindiyah, had twice mven these shabanah momentary rewards for pood work
against graiu smugghng Bedun. It is comimonly reported in this district that
Bedus will not dave to face the shabauah.

{10) XKhafajah.—As the result of my refusing to accept any of the
original rond shabanah from tiis tribe as {heir average age was well over 60
aud wo men were blind, the Shaikh, thraiiin, has taken no further interest in
e s 1t
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