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Trajectories of Turkish politics (1939-1960) 

Abstract:  

    Mustafa Kemal Ataturk's efforts focused on ridding Turkey of the 
external dangers surrounding it, and indeed his efforts were crowned 
with success, as the Western countries recognized the Turkish 
Republic. And as soon as things settled inside Turkey, Atatürk 
approached the West, by following a policy of modernization by 
implementing a set of laws he issued in this regard, as he changed 
the Arabic letters to Latin letters, abolished the caliphate, and 
changed the personal status law and other laws . It was believed that 
the application of these matters in domestic politics; From his point 
of view, it meant rapprochement with the Western world by 
adopting Western civilization, and thus Ataturk was able, throughout 
his rule in the early twenties of the twentieth century until his death 

in 1938, to distance Turkey from its eastern character.   

    This research came to shed light, albeit briefly, on the political 
developments in Turkey for the years (1939-1960), as the first date 
represented the outbreak of World War II, which coincided with the 
assumption of power by Ismet Inonu, as the policy of his predecessor 
Atatürk in the internal and external policies; While the second date 
represented the first military coup in contemporary Turkey, on May 
27, 1960, which was followed by much political and economic 

upheaval.  
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   The research was divided into three main axes. The first axis dealt 
with Turkey's position on the outbreak of World War II (1939-1945), 
that position that served as the starting point for Turkey in its 
transformation towards the European West, while the second axis 
dealt with Turkey's internal policy 1945-1950, which It briefly 
discussed the economic, agricultural, industrial and commercial 
developments in Turkey, while the third axis studied the conditions of 
Turkey after the Democratic Party assumed power 1950-1960, as it 
clarified the policy of the Democratic Party for ten years, as well as 
referring to the most prominent internal problems that Turkey 

suffered from at that stage.                                 

Keywords: Turkey, Ismet Inonu, Democratic Party.
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