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Summary

All societies agreed that one of the most important tasks assigned to morality
is the regulation of sexual relations, and cuneiform sources reveal a common
legal tradition in the treatment of adultery. At the same time, adultery was a sin
that could lead to divine punishment, and marital infidelity before marriage was
subject to similar rules. And the Hittite kingdom, and in Egypt, and in the Torah,
the penalty for treason was considered the death penalty in the biblical law
(Deuteronomy), and the adultery of the wife is considered a sin against God, and
the Babylonian text refers to adultery as (a great and deadly crime).

Laws, decrees, and royal reforms have been legislated since the third
millennium BC. The codified laws preceded a long period in which society
relied on customs and traditions in resolving adultery issues and establishing the
rights of the husband and sometimes the wife. The ancient Near East societies
were dominated by a common and recognized concept of the need to take a hard
stance. Of the unfaithful wife, and the man turned a blind eye in the event of his
betrayal of his wife, and even the conditions of marriage were the most likely
rights for the man, he has the right to divorce, and polygamy, and the majority of
marriage contracts that we have received include the husband’s request to
separate from his wife, and it is noted in the legitimate reasons for divorce that
they adhere to the side of the man on The woman’s account, except in rare cases
as stated in the Sumerian judicial texts that the woman has the right to ask for a
divorce from her husband if the husband actually performs acts that harm her
and her right as a wife. That is modesty, the maintenance of chastity, good
behavior, conduct, not having unlawful relations with other men, and full
compliance with the desires of a man, when the wife of a man is arrested in an
indecent position (lying down). With another man, this matter is sufficient from
a legal point of view to annul the marital bond, but at the expense of the woman
only and to sentence her to death, and the strange thing in the whole matter is
that the punishment for the unfaithful woman in Mesopotamia is the same in the
Levant, Anatolia, and even in Egypt, and the punishment was The punishment
imposed by the societies of the ancient Near East is the death penalty and the
end of the life of the unfaithful wife, as well as the adulterer as well. But if the
husband pardons his wife, the exemption includes the adulterer as well.
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(* )Raymond Westbrook: "Adultery in Ancient Near Eastern Law "Law from
the Tigris to the Tiber: The Writings of Raymond Westbrook, Volume 1:
The Shared Tradition, Indiana. 2009. Pp. 245 ff

(%) Bendt Alster: “The Instructions of Suruppak,” Wisdom of ancient Sumer,
Bethesda, Maryland, CDL, 2005. p.63

(*) Nils P. HeeBel: “Rechts oder links —wdrtlich oder dem Sinn nach?” Writings
of Early Scholars in the Ancient Near East, Egypt, Rome, and Greece.”
Edited by Annette Imhausen, Tanja Pommerening, Walter de Gruyter ,
Berlin, 2010a. p. 178
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Bendt Alster: (2005). Op.cit. p. 179
(®) Marten Stol: “Birth in Babylonia and in the Bible.” Cuneiform Monographs
14. Groningen, Styx. 2000. p.11

(°) Marten Stol: “ Women in the Ancient Near East.” Translated by Helen and
Mervyn Richardson, Berlin. 2016. p. 234
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(**) Claudio Saporetti : "Studi di Storia e di Filologia Anatolica dedicati a G.

Pugliese Carratelli" Firenze, 1988. Pp.237-241
(Borger) cialdl (&1 ¢ umalsill 8 2smsa pe(bsei i) el 13 of (e a2l e (V)
i ixall 138 352 5 (Babylonisch—assyrische Lesestlicke,)

Rykle Borger: “Babylonisch-assyrische Lesestiicke”, Pontifical Biblical
Institute, third edition, Rome. 2006. p. XIV
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(**) Jesper Eidem :“The royal archives from Tell Leilan.” Old Babylonian
Letters and Treaties from the Lower Town Palace East (PIHANS 117),
2011. Pp. 395, 403 no. 3

taiall dmg canly lSay s Yy IS il 53 (adill e (gad about) ues Gl (1)
Andre Finet: *“ Hammurapi et I’épouse vertueuse. A propos des parr 133 et 142-
143 du Code.” In: Symbolae F. M. Th. De Liagre Bohl, Leiden, 1973.

Pp.137-143; Jacob J. Finkelstein: "Sex Offenses in Sumerian Law,” Journal
of the American Oriental Society, 86: New Haven, 1966. Pp. 355 f
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(*") Jacob J. Finkelstein: (Y411). Op.cit. p.363n. 29
(**) Gerd Steiner" :Die Femme fatale im alten Orient.” In: Durand, La Femme,
1987. Pp. 147-153.

L) Aagydlly bl (sals Blian B L deps gie il ve ol de ma (M)
Yaua V9N dlan chU;d\ C..u\ﬂ\ Qexa ¢ fiale :\jl..\.g) celaaddl
(s Bysas) QDA (¥ ZlaaaV) cpsSall i (shsall) (T)
(*) Marten Stol: (2016). Op.cit. p. 236
(**) Jean-Jacques Glassner: “Ecrire 2 Sumer.” — L’invention du cunéiforme.
Paris: Editions du Seuil, Compte rendu de la vingtieme Rencontre
Assyriologique Internationale 47, part I: 2002. p. 163
(*) Marten Stol: (2000). p.103; Ulla Koch-Westenholz: “Babylonian liver
omens.” The Chapter Manzazu, Padanu and PanTakalti of the Babylonian
Extispicy Series Mainly from ASSurbanipal’s Library.Copenhagen: Museum
Tusculanum Press, 2000. Pp.105 f.

) Erica Reiner: “Revue d'assyriologie et d'archéologie.” Orientale 69 :Paris,
1975. Pp. 95 f.
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Bendt Alster :(2005). Op.cit. Pp. 368 f

(?*®) Sophie Lafont: “ Femmes, droit et justice dans 1’Antiquité orientale:
Contributions a 1’étude du droit au Proche-Orient ancient,
Fribourg/Gottingen. 1999. Pp. 32 f

(*") Wilfred G. Lambert: “Babylonian Wisdom Literature.” Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1960. Pp.119 f
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Samuel Greengus" :A textbook case of adultery in Ancient Mesopotamia.”
Hebrew Union College Annual 40-41: Ohio, 1969-1970. Pp. 33-44;
Jacobus van Dijk: Zeitschrift fir Assyriologie 55: Berlin. 1963. Pp. 70-77;
Sophie Lafont: “Sanctions sociales et peines infamantes dans le droit de la
famille au Proche-Orient ancient.” In: Hommage a Romuald Szramkiewicz,
1998. Pp. 550-554; William W. Hallo: “The Context of Scripture Vol. 3:
Publisher: Brill. 2002. p.311

(*°) Jacobus van Dijk: (1963). Op.cit. Pp. 70-77

(*') Jean-Marie Durand: “[Title unavailable.] Annuaire de 1’Ecole Pratique des
Hautes Etudes”.IVe Section: Sciences historiques et philologiques 110:
1977-1978. Pp. 144-152

(*?) Jean-Marie Durand: (1977-1978). Op.cit. p. 146-147

(Gl aadl ((VAAY) sgladi sele ¢ YASYY bl aad) o(VAAY) tady 555 ()
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(**) Samuel Greengus: (1969-1970).0p.cit. p.34
(**) Sophie Lafont: (1999) Femmes... Pp. 40 f
VEY STV Lol jaadl ((VAAY) a3 (7))

i usih ol Jliia) e ma ) e mmaa e IS5 () Bn i) cujed (7)

Hans Neumann: “Gottliche Gerechtigkeit und menschliche Verantwortung im

alten Mesopotamien im Spannungsfeld von Norm(durch)setzung und

narrative Formulierung”. In: Barta, H.; Rollinger, Robert; Lang,

M. (Hrsgg.): Recht und Religion. Menschliche und gottliche

Gerechtigkeitsvorstellungen in den antiken Welten. Wiesbaden 2008. Pp.
42f

(*®) Hans Neumann :(2008). Pp.39 f ; Hans Neumann: “ Schuld und Siihne . Zu

den  religids-weltanschaulichen ~ Grundlagen  und  Implikationen

altmesopotamischer Gesetzgebung und Rechtsprechung”. In: Hengstl,
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J.; Sick, U.(Hrsgg.): Recht gestern und heute. Festschrift zum 85.
Geburtstag von Richard Haase. Wiesbaden. 2006. Pp.32-34

(**) Sophie Lafont: (1999) Femmes... Pp. 67 f

(*) Sophie Lafont: (1999) Femmes... p 56 ; Lionel Marti: Nouvells
Assyriologiques Breves Utilitaires (NABU), Paris. 2001. p. 73

Dradl ((VAAY) toladu jale ¢ 3V Ga el aadl ((VAAY) tau) g6 (1)
YVE Ga bl
VE) a Gl Haad) ((VAAY) tady ghs ()
(*’) Herbert P.H. Petschow : 'Die §§ 125 bis 129 CH und ihre Stellung im
Gesetz.” Nouvells Assyriologiques Breves Utilitaires (NABU), Paris. 1990.
p.81
ele VEY=YEY La Gl aadl ((VAAY) tady g8 1 hsea 09l dse aaly ()
Yor—veo) (&bl jaadll ((VAAY) olaly
VAY o Goladl Haad) ((YAAY) 1) g5 ()
(Gl aadl ((YAAY) splad sele ¢ VAV o (Galadl jaadl ((VAAY) tady g6 (1)
YAL=YAY La
(Goetze) Ll casl e Jmall ol X5 138 aas o(4ndy axy ) (Roth) Laldl daas (V)
B lep b ady Ldlall Cl€ 13 g o 05 (4l o Adle ) rdieayy sl
(Yo o) sallall sy #oa telll Bgpma oS Al o 8 gl o Lps o slae
Y e Galadl jaadl

Martha T. Roth: “Law Collections from Mesopotamia and Asia Minor.” Second
Edition. Atlanta  Scholars Press, 1997. p.237. n. 65; Albrecht Goetze: “The
Hittite Laws. “ In: Ancient Near Eastern Texts  Relating to the Old
Tastament (3 rd ed.) Edited by J. B. Pritchard. Princeton. N.J Princeton
University Press (1969). p. 196

(*®) Matitiahu Tsevat: “ The Husband Veils a Wife  Journal of Cuneiform
Studies 27. New Haven 1975. Pp. 235-240

(**) Harry Hoffner: “ The Laws of the Hittites. “ New York. 1997. p.157

(*°) Matitiahu Tsevat: (1975). Op.cit. Pp. 235-237

(*") Raymond Westbrook: “Adultery in Ancient Near Eastern Law.” Revue
biblique 97: Paris, 1990. p. 555
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Raymond Westbrook: (1990). Op.cit. Pp. 551, 554 f
Dvad ((VIAY) rplad sele OATVAY e (Giladl aad) ((VAAY) tady g5 (7))
Yo sa ¢l
Guillaume Cardascia: “Hommage a Guillaume Cardascia” (= Méditerranées no.
3), Publisher: Nanterre Association Méditerranée, 1995. Pp. 169 f
Gl gy lad 058 o sy Al shall @l Jiy (10) ayll) Jaas 3aaly ddashada ()
18 5 S 2l DU i 3l U8 () s (1) hiskaia shall o (Civil
YVia cGilall jaadll ((VAAY)
Claus Wilcke: “Sumerological Studies in Honor of Thorkild Jacobsen on His
Seventieth Birthday June 7, 1974 Assyriological Studies, 2014. p. 313
(Gl Haad) ((VAAY) toladu jale VAV Ga c@alad) Haadll ((YAAY) tady g8 (7))
YAY =
VAV Ga ¢ Galadl aadl (YAAY) 1y 56 (7))
(57) Marten Stol: (2016) . p. 242; Raymond Westbrook: “Evidentiary Procedure
in the Middle Assyrian Laws.” Journal of Cuneiform Studies 55: New
Haven, 2003. Pp. 75-85
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Jakob Eduard Polak: “Persien. Das Land wund seine Bewohner.
Ethnographische Schilderungen.” Vol. I: Front Cover, 1865. p. 215
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Samuel Greengus: (1969-1970). Op.cit. Pp.33-44
rllia Ul e aase SV K3 e (pat Il e (”)
Guillaume Cardascia: “Hommage a Guillaume...(1995). p. 121,
(*®) Sophie Lafont: (1999)... Femmes. p.38
(*Y) Godfrey Rolles Driver and John Charles Miles: “The Babylonian Laws I”
Publisher: Oxford, 1956. p. 495
(*) Albrecht Goetze: “ Old Babylonian Omen Texts,” Yale Oriental Series,
Babylonian Texts Vol. 10. Yale University Press, New Haven. 1947. Pp. 146
f

:(nam.gis.dim.$e) Ly idka ()
Dominique Charpin :“Le clergé d'Ur au siecle d'Hammurabi (XIXe-XVllle
siécles av. J.—C.” French edition, 1986. p.471
Glege e sl e (Cliegall ¢ Lall) e gl I g sl ol dad dllsa b Cnyy (M)
ropiall xie gei Jlde AgTY) salie Gl
Claus Wilcke: “Liebesbeschwoérungen aus lIsin.” Zeitschrift flir Assyriologie 75:
Leipzig, 1985. Pp.47-49
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Martha T. Roth: “Babylonian marriage agreements 7th-3rd centuries B.C”,
Alter Orient und Altes Testament 222. Neukirdhen—Vluyn: Neukirchner
Verlag, 1989. Pp. 1-34
g ihad Sy oSin OIS (10) 1850l Al (B Asiall o3 WSl e mal) il (M)

(VA Las) (e

("®) Rene Labat: and Dietz O. Edzard: “Textes littéraires de Suse,” Mémoires
de la Délégation de Perse 57, Paris, 1974. 245 v 5

(71) Nils P. Heelel: “Writings of early scholars in the Ancient Near East, Egypt,
Rome, and Greece.” Translating Ancient Scientific Texts, Edited
by: Annette Imhausen and Tanja Pommerening, 2010b. Pp. 178-180

(") Nils P. HeeBel: (2010). Op.cit. p. 178
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(") Rene Labat: “ Traite akkadien de diagnostics et pronostics medicaux”.
Volume 1, Paris: Academie internationale d'histoire des sciences; Leiden:
E.J. Brill, 1951. p. 171. Z9

(") Nils P. HeeBel: (2010). p. 179

(76) Gernot Wilhelm :*Medizinische Omina aus HattuSa 1n akkadischer
Sprache.” Wiesbaden, 1994. Pp. 44f
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Nils P. Heelel' :Babylonisch—assyrische Diagnostik "Alter Orient und Altes
Testament 43, Minster: Ugarit Verlag, 2000. p.198 Tablet XVII
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Nils P. HeeRel :(2000). Op.cit. p.199
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(*') Clemens Locher: “Die Ehre einer Frau in Near East.” Exegetische und
rechtsvergleichende Studien zu Deuteronomium 22, (= Orbis Biblicus et
Orientalis 70), 1986. Pp. 323, 376

(**) Clemens Locher: (1986).0p.cit. Pp. 376 f

(**) Clemens Locher: (1986).0p.cit. Pp. 347-352
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(*’) Clemens Locher: (1986).Op.cit. p.140

VY o e ld) aadl ((VAAY) a6 (V)
VYo bl saadl (Yo oA) Al gaald deas Jsdee Gise ()
Clemens Locher: (1986). Op.cit. Pp. 336-338
(**) Clemens Locher: (1986).0p.cit. Pp. 356-365
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Daniel E. Fleming: “Democracy's Ancient Ancestors: Mari and Early Collective
Governance”, Cambridge University Press, 2004. p. 48

(91) Jean—Marie Durand: “Les accusations d’adultére”, In: G. del Olmo Lete,
Mythologie et religion des Sémites occidentaux I, 2008. Pp. 532-535.

(**) Leo Oppenheim: “Letters from Mesopotamia” 1967. p.117 no. 116
1) Gl sed cpaill b dand SN ol (ggasn AlY) o (aill |y (Leick) caldl el (*1)

Thorkild Jacobsen, “Toward the Image of Tammuz and Other Essays on
Mesopotamian History and Culture” Edited by William L. Moran, Harvard
University Press, 1970. p. 206; Gwendolyn Leick: “Sex and eroticism in
Mesopotamian literature” London,1994. Pp.212-216
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Charles E. Muntz:” Diodorus Siculus and the World of the Late Roman
Republic.” 1st Edition, Oxford University Press, 2017. p. 35
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(*) Pascal Vernus: “
Affairs and Scandals in Ancient Egypt’, Cornell University Press, 2003.
Pp. 108f
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(***) Wilhelm Spiegelberg: * Studien und Materialien zum Rechtswesen des
Pharaonenreiches — Hannove, 1892. Pp. 66ff
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(**7) Kurt Sethe:” Urk. 1 “ Urkunden des Alten Peiches “ Leipzeg, 1903.
Pp.100f
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(*'") Sylvie Lackenbacher: 'Textes akkadiens d’Ugarit.” Littératures anciennes
du Proche-Orient 20, Paris. 2002. Pp. 108-126; Sophie Lafont: (1999)
Femmes... Pp. 35-37
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(*'*) Trevor Bryce: “ The Kingdom of the Hittites.” New Edition, Oxford
University Press. 2005. Pp. 310-312
(*'*) Sylvie Lackenbacher: (2002). Op.cit. Pp.123 f
(*'°) Sophie Lafont: (1999) Femmes... Pp. 36 f
(*'%) Sylvie Lackenbacher: (2002).Op.cit. p.113
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(*'7) Klaas Spronk :Vals beschuldigd? Achtergronden bij de scheiding en
verdwijning van een Ugaritische koningin uit de dertiende eeuw voor onze
jaartelling’, In: C. Houtman, De leugen regeert .” 2004. Pp.100 no. 1 with
p. 111

(*'*) Klaas Spronk :(2004). Op.cit. p.108
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