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The Duality of Religion and Science in Ottoman Thought in the Late
19th Century Until 1914
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Abstract:

The modern Ottoman intellectual group, which grew and developed
during the second half of the nineteenth century, sought to reform the declining
status of the Ottoman Empire relying on the Western model, The science and
modern scientific theories were the most prominent that attracted them despite
all the materialism and distance from religious and spiritual values. At the same
time, the Ottoman thinker was a Muslim who carried a religious heritage and
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Islamic values that had been instilled in him since his childhood, and grew up on
it, and the society in which they lived and wanted to accept the sciences was a
Muslim society, adhered to its religion, rejecting everything that might conflict
with it. All of this had an impact on religion being present alongside science in
the writings of many Ottoman thinkers in an attempt to bring them closer
together and find a societal acceptance of modern sciences.

Through this research, we tried to identify the approach adopted by the
modern intellectual group in achieving the convergence of religion and modern
sciences to make it acceptable to the Ottoman society through several models
from the modern intellectual group that varied in the amount of their attraction
to modern sciences and their adherence to their religious values, Through their
writings, they reflected an important aspect of intellectual life debates in the
Ottoman Empire at the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the
twentieth century, in which religion and science were the most prominent
vocabulary.

Keywords: Ottoman State, Intellectual group, Religion, Science

:JAda

Ol cpall Gllays e auldl) il e B Caaill DA Lnldal) Al g
& e g )l Lyl lgie g paalia cdpulualls dae Laia)y 4pLai@Y) Lo lag) (8508 Gy
I oy Apldial) Agall & 4y Sa dagll cold ) Aall dsd) 6l el oS )
ol (el e sl s S Gleld a8 DA e Sldiall 2Bl 8 s Slaal
Apal) b upall anglll o) aed o(Gibb, 1964, p.20)dslaiall sall 8 43,88 3)55 Chiasl B)gen
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clalhaas aladil Ao Jariy coladl) e a0 adiic N LA Gulaill saaliall o salay
Gusi Ao sl opfl AN ) aSgall (had caanll puutia Lgagh (8 ia O] 8 Ay
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Lalall Clepagall Je SEN ypeadl ae Glalll (e (8 Gleghall G385 dagll
(Opbdlaall Ao sena Cuiajlad calally ol (o prpledll il aalse Jea Bl Ladig cdanall;
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Olsall Lsluse 4053 Chlens ) 40)S (52 LV cuilal asley Jsiill Al ()5 (2010, p.283
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