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The political and intellectual beginnings of Trotsky and his
early Marxist activity until the Second Congress of the Russian
Social Democratic Workers' Party (1903)

Abstract:

The research deals with a pivotal figure in the history of Tsarist
Russia (1547-1917) and Soviet Russia (1917-1922) and the
beginnings of the formation of the Soviet Union in late 1922, namely
Leon Trotsky (1879-1940), who is considered a theorist, author,
historian, politician, journalist and a prominent Marxist orator. The
research focuses on Trotsky's upbringing, his social environment, and
the beginnings of his political and intellectual formation, where he
adopted Narodnik (populist) thought. Intellectually and politically, he
was able to escape to Europe to be close to the prominent leaders of
Russian Social Democracy, such as Plekhanov and Lenin, and began
in Europe his agitational Marxist rhetorical activity. The research
concludes with the Second Congress of the Russian Social Democratic
Party in 1903 as a pivotal point because it recorded the split in
Russian Social Democracy into Mensheviks and Bolsheviks.

Keywords: Trotsky, political and intellectual beginnings, early
Marxist activity.
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:Robert Service, Trotsky A Biography, USA, 2009, p.11; Gary Kern, Trotsky's
Autobiography, The Russian Review, Wiley, Vol. 36, No. 3, 1977, p.300;

Robert Service, Trotsky A Biography, p.20.
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(4) Joshua Rubenstein, Leon Trotsky A Revolutionary’s Life, New Haven and

London,2011,p.4.
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Ronald Segal, Leon Trotsky A Biography, New York, 1979, p.14.
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Ronald Segal, Op.cit , p.14; Tony CIiff, Trotsky: Towards October 1879-1917,
London, 1989 ,p.12; Robert Service, Trotsky A Biography,P.14.
O o el il ¢ e Gad (%)
Dmitri Volkogonov, Trotsky: the eternal revolutionary, translated and edited by
Harold Shukman, New York, 1996, p. 25; Max Eastman, Leon Trotsky:
The Portrait Of Youth, New York, 1925,p.5.
A o crlusd) ol i n Gad ()
Joseph Nedava, Trotsky and The Jews, USA, 1971,p. 31; Max Eastman Op.
Cit, p.8-9.
(") Joseph Nedava, Op. Cit,p. 32; Robert Service, Op. Cit, p.30.
(*') Tony CIiff, Trotsky: Towards October 1879-1917, London, 1989 , P.12.
AI=AA (o e odsY) el ol ¢ Saig i sl ()
(") Joshua Rubenstein. Op. Cit, p.5; Tony Cliff, Op. Cit, p.12.
TG cluad) il ¢ iygn Gad ()
(**) Tony Cliff, Op. Cit, p.12; Robert Service, Op. Cit, p. 25.
(*) Ronald Segal, Op. Cit, p. 17; Max Eastman <Op. Cit, pp.12-13.
(*’) Robert Service, Op. Cit, p.23; Max Eastman <Op. Cit, P.3.
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(*) Max Eastman <Op. Cit, p.13.
(*') Gary Kern, Op. Cit, p.302.
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(*) Dmitri Volkogonov, Op. Cit., p. 26; Robert Service, Op. Cit, p.32.
(**) Max Eastman <Op. Cit, p.26.
N ga e edsY esall b Sag s osl (7)
(*) Ronald Segal, Op. Cit, p. 19.
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(*) Joseph Nedava, Op. Cit, p.33.
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(*}) Ronald Segal, Op. Cit, p. 22.
(**) Dmitri Volkogonov, Op. Cit, p.33.
Nt e anii juadl ezl (7))
(**) Dmitri Volkogonov, Op. Cit., P.31.
(*") Dmitri Volkogonov, Op. Cit, p.31; Robert Service, Op. Cit , p.40.
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(*) Tony Cliff, Op. Cit, p.3.
2 o bl il ¢ g Gand 140 G ¥ eadl (ba o Saig i sl ()
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Robert Service, Op. Cit, p.40; Max Eastman, Op. Cit, p.35; Ronald Segal, Op.
Cit, p. 24.
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Max Eastman, Op. Cit, pp.44-45.
(**) Robert Service, Op. Cit , p.40.
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01 e ¢ audi Huadl ()
(*’) Dmitri Volkogonov, Op. Cit, p.32.
( ) Max Eastman, Op. Cit, p.48; Robert Service, Op. Cit, p.43.
(") Ronald Segal, Op. Cit, p. 26.
(*’) Robert Service, Op. Cit, p.40.
(') Robert Service, Op. Cit, pp.41-42.
(°") Ronald Segal, Op. Cit, p. 25.
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Dmitri Volkogonov, Op. Cit, p.33.

(°") Tony Cliff, Op. Cit, p.8.
(°*) Max Eastman, Op. Cit, p.106.
e ) edall o la ¢ Suig i el £10708 a a o) il ¢ gy Gl ()

Y4
(**) Max Eastman, Op. Cit, p.80-81.
Tony CIliff, Op. Cit, :(Nashe Delo) (sl (5U) Aoyl 4allly Lele (sl ()
p.6-8.

SAT=1Y =08 5a e ¢ dudt juadl ()
(67) Joshua Rubenstein, Op. Cit, p.19.
Gl Ol Band YVE Y Y01 (e Ga odsY) eiall ¢ ala ( Saasi sl (TA)
S0 Ga e mludl)
(69) Robert Service, Op. Cit, p.48-49; Max Eastman, Op. Cit, p.102.
(") Max Eastman, Op. Cit, p.104.
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Max Eastman, Op. Cit, p.107.
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(") Robert Service, Op. Cit , p.50.
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Robert Service, Trotsky A Biography, p.54 ; Max Eastman, Op. Cit, p.116.
("®) Robert Service, Trotsky A Biography, p.54.
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The New Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol.9, USA, 1986 ,p.517.
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(**) Gary Kern, Op. Cit, p.304.
(*) Joshua Rubenstein, Op. Cit, p.16.
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(*) Victor Serge and Natalia Sedova Trotsky, Op.Cit.,pp .10-11.
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Max Eastman, Op.Cit, pp.118-119.
(*) Robert D.Warth, Op.Cit, p.23.
(*') Max Eastman, Op.Cit,p. 119; Robert Service, Op.Cit , p.55.
(") Robert Service, Op.Cit, pp.52-53.
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The New Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol.7, USA, 1986, pp. 264-266 .
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Tony CIiff, Op.Cit, p. 10.
(**) Ronald Segal, Op.Cit,p.31.
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Robert Service, Op.Cit, pp.58-59.
(***) Robert Service, Op.Cit, p.59.
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(*'"y Tony Cliff, Op.cit, p.12.
(') Max Eastman, Op.Cit,p. 127.
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(***) Victor Serge and Natalia Sedova Trotsky, Op. Cit, p.12.
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Norman Anderson Jones, Russian Social- Democracy and Iskar, 1900-1904,

USA, 1952, p.23-24.
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(***) Dmitri Volkogonov, Op.Cit., p.38.
(***) Dmitri Volkogonov, Op.Cit, p.38.
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(**°) Ronald Segal, Op.Cit, p.35; Dmitri Volkogonov, Op.Cit, p.38.
(**’) Ronald Segal, Op.Cit, p.35.
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(***) Max Eastman, Op.Cit, p.144.
(***) Tony Cliff, Op.cit,p.13.
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(***) Robert Service, Op.cit , p.70.
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Norman Anderson Jones, Russian Social- Democracy and Iskar, 1900-1904,
USA, 1952 ,pp.23-25
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(139) Tony CIiff,Op.cit ,p. 17; Robert Service, Trotsky A Biography, p.71.
(**°) Max Eastman, Op.Cit., p.1509.
(**') Robert Service, Trotsky A Biography, p.71.
(***) Robert Service, Trotsky A Biography, p.71; Max Eastman, Op.Cit, p.161.
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(**) Max Eastman, Op.Cit, p.161.
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(**") Tony Cliff, Op.cit , p.11.
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