Journal of Studies in History and Archeology  Vol.102, No 2 (September2026)
ISSN: (2075-3047)

30085 A0 )8 Ay ¢ ibind) uand) B A dggd) (LSES LB o)y DS Jaad)
- T ¢ . ¢ O

d44<Y) daala
hanaaalkhaldy675@gmail.com

2026 [ 05/25 : (Revision) Jwaill 2026 [ 05/ 06 : (Received )adiuN)
2026/ 09/30: (Published ) & 2026 /06/ 10 : (Accepted )J sl

®
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution L@J

4.0 International License

oaliiual)

sl e Gl djae 83 (e oaibiall yeanll &SI daal) Joas ol 13a Joli
Olitine ¢ Cpabaal) lalall o Gasll jelah ¢ pgailly oLl Ll Auggll (il Lualies 401 L
ubﬂ\ @az\.n.a‘_g LAS‘(:@:\LL& u.c).d'.\:\j (:)\Sj\ (Jc !3;"2} ¢l E)S\ﬂ\ 642\:\.9)&3\ (_A.c ?@'9\)‘4
zlaal Ul calgan ol Gl ety LS cladlly oLl Dlina dsjuaeds Lpad o cilea
Adlie cilige il Las Lisgl) 2gan aneesil Aady il ) GaaladU Sly) Calagilly "aBNIS
o W ST gl ge candl bubie O daall G ) paling b e ddag
bl e glyal LalSeil muad caiall Jlaad) e (gouill puiatl) ey "Gl p I Asladl)
Lodze £0)Sal) daguadlly JUasY) dea ol asgde 3 lasin 358 Lee diiall o Tiny ave S
ilea il DAYy wllall Jeall e

Abstract

This research examines the transformation of theological dialectics
(kalam) in the Abbasid era from an epistemological tool for seeking truth into a
political mechanism for shaping religious identity through exclusion and
accusation of disbelief. The research shows that the Abbasid caliphs« exploiting
their struggle for legitimacy against the Shiite memory« employed kalam to
legitimize their authority« as seen in the Mihnah (Inquisition) over the creation
of the Qur'an«< which turned an interpretive issue into a criterion for belonging
and faith. The research also reveals how argumentative mechanisms such as
"ilzam" (forcing a contradiction) and the selective use of hadiths were

transformed into precise techniques for demarcating the boundaries of identity:«
producing closed« fragile and unstable identities. It concludes that Abbasid
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theological dialectics deviated from the Qur'anic method of arguing "in the way
that is best” and from the prophetic warning against futile disputation¢
becoming a reflection of a struggle for power rather than a search for truth. This
resulted in a distortion of the very concept of religiosity« making intellectual
polemics take precedence over righteous action and compassionate ethics.

Keywords: Theological Dialectics (Kalam)¢< Abbasid Era< Religious Identity«
Exclusion< Mihnah (Creation of the Qur'an).
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