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Abstract:

This study examines the foreign policy of England during the reign of
Henry VIII up to 1520. It argues that he sought to strengthen his kingdom’s
position as an active European power by maintaining a balance among the
major powers, notably France and Spain. In its initial phase, his policy was
characterized by militarism and the pursuit of personal glory; he entered into

alliances with European rulers such as Ferdinand Il and undertook military
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campaigns that reflected his ambition to restore English influence in French
territories. As circumstances evolved, foreign policy shifted toward diplomacy
under the leadership of Thomas Wolsey, who aimed to position England as a
mediator among European powers. This approach culminated in the Treaty of
London 1518, which sought to establish a degree of balance and peace. It
was further exemplified by the meeting with Francis | at the Field of the Cloth
of Gold, an event that symbolized displays of power and political
rapprochement despite its limited practical outcomes. This indicates that
England’s foreign policy combined military ambition with diplomatic flexibility.
Keywords: England, foreign policy, King Henry VIII, Thomas Wolsey, the
Italian Wars, the Field of Golden Cloth.
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