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The Soviet Union's post-war economic strategy 1945-1953: between
reconstruction and central planning
abstract

Following the end of World War Il in 1945, the Soviet Union faced significant
economic challenges due to the widespread destruction of its infrastructure, industry,
and agriculture. Reconstruction became a top priority in state policy. Under Joseph
Stalin, the Soviet leadership adopted an economic strategy based on reconstruction
and central planning, focusing on rebuilding heavy industry and boosting production
capacity. The aim was to restore economic strength and solidify the Soviet Union's
position as a global power. This strategy relied on five-year plans that primarily
directed resources and human capital toward the industrial and military sectors. The
state placed great emphasis on the production of iron, steel, coal, and oil, considering
them fundamental to economic and military development.

This research begins with the premise that Soviet economic policy was not
merely a domestic effort to rebuild a war-torn economy, but rather part of a
comprehensive strategy aimed at consolidating the Soviet economic model,
strengthening the state's power, and linking the economy to political, military, and
international objectives, particularly within the context of competition with the United
States during the early stages of the Cold War. The research concludes that the Soviet
economy directly contributed to the formation of the Eastern Bloc, deepened the
divide with the West, and transformed the economy into an instrument of international
conflict.

Keywords: (Soviet Union, economic policy, Joseph Stalin, five-year plan,
reconstruction).
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