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Abstract

The research examines the rise of the Qarmatians« a radical Isma'ili sect
founded by Hamdan Qarmat in Kufa« exploiting the social and political turmoil
of the Abbasid era. Their power expanded into Bahrain under Abu SA‘id al-
Jannabi< where they established a violent regime notorious for raiding caravans.
Their most shocking act was attacking Mecca in 317 AH and stealing the Black
Stone. Their esoteric beliefs opposed core Islamic practices. Internal conflicts
and tribal alliances against them eventually led to the collapse of their state in

the 5th century AH.
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