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The Architectural Activities of King Ashurbanipal in Nineveh
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The Assyrian capital, Nineveh, during the reign of King Ashurbanipal
(668-627 BC), was a leading intellectual and administrative center in the ancient
world. It became the most prominent center in the world during the 7th century
BC, truly a city without equal. This was achieved through the establishment of
the first systematic and catalogued royal library, magnificent palaces, and lush
gardens. Its fame was not limited to its military dominance over the ancient
world, nor to its cultural and intellectual prominence, which included a library
containing tens of thousands of cuneiform tablets. It extended to a distinctive
architectural style befitting the capital of the Assyrian Empire, showcasing
magnificent reliefs and innovative artistic designs executed on the walls of its
palaces.

This research focuses on the architectural projects undertaken during the
reign of King Ashurbanipal, a warrior-king, intellectual, and architect whose
reign spanned nearly four decades. His interest in architecture is evident in his
restoration of the Southwest Palace and the Armory Palace, the reconstruction
of the North Palace and the royal citadel wall at Tell Quyunjik, and the
restoration of temples dedicated to deities such as Ishtar and Nabu. He also
worked on the Bit-Akitu and the Ziggurat of Nineveh.

The research relies on descriptive information and details of the
construction phases provided by royal inscriptions. The texts were categorized
according to the building they describe, forming the main themes of the
research, which is supplemented by maps, plans, and illustrative photographs.
Keywords: The North Palace, Southwest Palace, Armory, Ishtar Temple, Bit-
Akitu.
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