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summa
The rise of the German Empire during the 19th century was one of the most
significant political transformations in Europe due to its far-reaching influence
across most, if not all, parts of the world. Examining the stages of this empire's
formation necessitates considering the key economic shifts that contributed
directly and indirectly to its emergence as a major power on the eve of World
War 1. These political changes were intertwined with the radical economic and
social transformations that paved the way for its rise to global leadership.The
measures adopted by that state contributed to supporting its economic
capabilities, which it quickly employed in developing its industrial and
agricultural capabilities, extending to organizing its financial and commercial
affairs, and thus the edifice of the German Empire was formed during the
nineteenth century in a way that gave it the ability to secure its access to
international leadership on the eve of the Great War. The German Renaissance
appeared to be a direct result of the economic integration between heavy
industry, the structure of the banking system, and the protectionist policies
adopted by the state since the 1870s. Its entry into the industrial arena led to a
restructuring of the class structure in German society, reflecting its development
and creating a new social class that gradually grew and entered the political
arena with significant influence. The economic dominance of the empire added
weight to its foreign policy as a means of securing its economic interests, and
the German Renaissance later became one of the most important causes of
World War I.Consequently, there was an urgent need to study and analyze the
economic, social, and military variables that contributed to the German
Renaissance and the growth of its capabilities, which enabled it to be employed
in the context of great power competition, such as colonial rivalry, armament,
and international alliances—a phenomenon clearly manifested on the eve of
World War I.
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Conclusion

The Zollerdinen economic union marked the true beginning of the
German economy and, consequently, a logical prelude to the
establishment of the German Empire in 1871.

The bourgeoisie played a vital role in the industrial transformation of the
empire, thus influencing its economic and social changes. They attempted
to consolidate their position through cautious participation in the state, on
the one hand, and through the growing proletariat, which began
organizing its influence within trade unions, on the other.

The 19th century witnessed the rise of German socialism due to
industrial developments. The working class consistently supported liberal
parties as an immediate solution to economic and social problems. In
1863, the first independent workers' party, the German Workers' Union
(GDW), was founded.

The chemical and electrical industries contributed significantly to
Germany's economic dominance. This was a logical consequence of the
high level of education among the German people. These advancements,
in turn, supported other industries such as coal and steel, which not only
achieved dominance but also began competing with British and American
exports on the eve of the Great War.

-The growth of the banking sector in Germany was one of the most

important outcomes of the country's industrial development, reaching 165
banks by 1900. This was in addition to the activity of financial
institutions -- that spread throughout most of the country. These banks
were characterized by their boldness and even recklessness in granting
diverse loans, which clearly contributed to the development of the
German economy.

It 1s worth noting that industry needed markets like Berlin and Frankfurt,
even if they did not reach the importance and dominance of the London
and Paris markets, due to Germany's reliance on foreign bonds.

Germany was able to develop its agricultural capabilities through the use
of chemical fertilizers and increasing the cultivated area, coinciding with
the formation of agricultural cooperatives that supported the German
revival on the eve of the Great War. Developments in transportation gave
a qualitative boost to the development of German trade, both
domestically and internationally, which was reflected in the country's
economic and social reality.

Social changes went hand in hand with these transformations through the
enactment of laws to support the worker, the driving force of economic
change, such as mandatory old-age and accident insurance, and the
regulation of wages and working hours.
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Economic competition was an extension of the German Empire's focus on
military capabilities, both to protect its interests and to secure its presence
on the international stage. This was achieved through the steady growth
of German armament and its entry into international alliances, ultimately
leading to the German Empire's involvement in World War 1.

The study of the German Renaissance on the eve of World War I was a
crucial matter that significantly contributed to the rise of German
nationalism and was one of the most important factors in the subsequent
development of the Third Reich.
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