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Research Summary:

Shaqiq al-Alami, also known as Abu Ali ibn Ibrahim al-Balkhi (194-810
AH), is considered one of the most prominent figures of early asceticism and
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spiritual practice in Khorasan. He was among the figures who contributed to
shaping the early features of spiritual experience in the Islamic world. Shaqiq
hailed from the city of Balkh in Khorasan, a major center of learning and
asceticism during the Abbasid era. He grew up in a commercial environment
and was initially a wealthy poet before turning to the path of asceticism after a
profound incident during a trading journey. According to accounts, he realized
the true meaning of reliance on God and abandoning dependence on material
means.

This research aims to introduce Shaqiq al-Balkhi, examining his lineage,
upbringing, and scholarly environment in Balkh and Khorasan. It highlights his
role in the development of early asceticism and piety during the Abbasid era,
analyzing the factors that influenced his ascetic thought and his transition from
trade to worship. The research also explores his most important spiritual
concepts, such as reliance on God, sincerity of intention, self-examination, and
fear of God. Furthermore, it examines his relationship with prominent figures of
his time, such as Ibrahim ibn Adham and Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak, and the
extent of their influence on him and vice versa. This study examines the
presence of Shaqiq al-Balkhi in biographical dictionaries and assesses the
accuracy of accounts related to him. It demonstrates his influence on the
Khorasani school of Sufism and on subsequent generations of ascetics and
Sufis. The study also involves collecting and analyzing texts attributed to him
from primary sources such as *Hilyat al-Awliya*, *Sifat al-Safwa*, and *al-
Zuhd al-Kabir*. Furthermore, it evaluates Shaqiq al-Balkhi's contributions to
ethical thought, identifies the key features of his methodology, highlights his
prominent position in Islamic spiritual history, and explains why he is
considered a pioneer of early Sufism.
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