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Abstract

The Neo-Babylonian state represented one of the most significant political
periods in ancient Iragi history, as the Chaldeans, under King Nabopolassar,
freed themselves from Assyrian control and declared independence in 627 B.C.,
paving the way for a strong state that lasted until the reign of its last king,
Nabonidus, in 539 B.C. The state was characterized by extensive political
relations, notably tense interactions with Egypt due to competition over control
of the Levant, and relied economically on agriculture, irrigation, fertile lands,
and trade, while its society consisted of ruling and subordinate classes, with a
clear role for women and slaves.

King Nabonidus emerged as a central figure in the leadership of the state
through his domestic and foreign policies, his relocation to Tayma for ten years,
and his delegation of state affairs to his son and crown prince, Bel-Shar-Usur.
He is also noted for his architectural contributions, including the restoration of
temples, the construction of religious structures, and the building of ziggurats
such as the Ur-Nammu Ziggurat and the Temple of the Moon God. Babylon
later faced the Achaemenid attack in the ninth year of Nabonidus’ reign (547
B.C.), followed by the occupation of the city of Susa and the entry of the
Persians into Babylon with the assistance of certain local groups, leading to the
fall of the state and its subjugation under foreign rule until the Arab conquest at
al-Qadisiyyah.

The study concludes that the Neo-Babylonian state was a strategic power and
that King Nabonidus played a pivotal role in maintaining state stability despite
internal and external pressures. Examining his political and architectural
initiatives provides a clear understanding of the final transformations of the
Neo-Babylonian state and its significance in ancient Iraqi history.
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