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The Economic Role of Karl S. Twitchell in Saudi Arabia, 1934-
1948
Dr. Ameen Yassin Abbas Al Essawi
University of Anbar- College of Arts
Abstract:

In the late 1920s, King Abdulaziz Al Saud invited American
economic, geological, and engineering experts to explore the
Kingdom in search of underground water resources and minerals.
These experts discovered significant quantities of groundwater, as
well as mines rich in gold and silver. Moreover, they uncovered oil
fields in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. At the forefront of these
experts was the American economist, geologist, and engineer, Karl
Twitchell.

After conducting field surveys of the region’s natural wealth,
Twitchell discovered several valuable mines, including those of gold
and silver. With his geological and economic expertise, he was able to
establish what became known as the Saudi Mining Company. In
addition to his discovery of vast economic resources, he also
identified major oil fields, including the Dammam and Qatif oil fields.

These discoveries initiated by Twitchell provided strong
motivation for American investors and economic experts to turn their
attention to Saudi Arabia and to begin signing economic agreements
related to the extraction and refining of oil. These economic
agreements were later followed by financial and military agreements
that aligned with American strategic interests. As a result, after
American oil companies secured the rights to invest in Saudi oil, the
United States was able to establish a military base in Saudi Arabia—
known as Dhahran Air Base—to protect its interests in the region.

The remarkable achievements of geologist Karl Twitchell
eventually drew the admiration of King Abdulaziz Al Saud, who
appointed him as his economic advisor. Through his efforts, Twitchell
succeeded in securing major economic gains for the United States,
most notably granting American oil companies—foremost among
them Standard Oil of California—the concession to develop Saudi oil.
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This, in turn, opened the door to growing American influence in the
Arabian Gulf region, particularly in Saudi Arabia, and effectively
marked the beginning of the decline of British dominance, which had
prevailed over the Gulf for more than 150 years.
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