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Abstract

Since the beginning of the third century AH, the Abbasid

Caliphate witnessed a significant transformation in its military and
political structure, marked by the rising influence of Turkish soldiers
within the state's institutions. This shift became particularly evident
during the reign of Caliph al-Mu'tasim bi’llah (218-227 AH), who
was the first to systematically rely on Turkish military elements and
established special military camps for them, most notably in the city
of Samarra. Over time, the Turks evolved into key players in political
decision-making and even became a direct source of power, which led
to profound changes in the internal political system of the Abbasid
state.
This study aims to explore the role played by Turkish soldiers in the
internal politics of the Abbasid Caliphate during the period from 218
AH—the beginning of al-Mu'tasim's rule—until 656 AH, the year
Baghdad fell to the Mongols, marking the actual end of the Abbasid
Caliphate in Baghdad. The research is divided into several thematic
sections, beginning with the historical background of the Turkish
military presence, followed by the development of their relationship
with the caliphate, their influence in strengthening or weakening
caliphs, and their involvement in appointing or deposing them. The
study also examines the administrative, military, and political
consequences of their increasing interference in state affairs.

The research adopts a critical historical analytical approach by
examining primary historical sources such as al-Tabari’s History, Ibn
al-Athir’s Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, and other classical and modern
references. It traces the complex dynamics between the Turkish
soldiers and the caliphs, and how these dynamics led to internal
unrest, political coups, and severe power struggles that undermined
the state's stability.
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The study concludes that the Turkish military played a dual role:
on one hand, they were an organized and effective force that helped
protect the state during periods of weakness; on the other hand, they
gradually became an independent power center, interfering in
governance, weakening the authority of the caliphs, and frequently
engaging in palace coups, assassinations, and political manipulation.
This, in turn, led to the gradual erosion of the caliphate's prestige and
unity, and the emergence of semi-independent dynasties across the
Islamic world.

Keywords: Turkish soldiers, Abbasid Caliphate, Samarra, al-
Mu'tasim bi’llah, internal politics, Abbasid caliphs, military coups.
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