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Abstract
The kashkul played an important role in the lives of Sufis in
general and Iranian Sufis in particular. Its shape, which is made in the

form of a boat or ship, has a definite symbolism for Sufi ascetics. The
ship is the lifeboat with which the Sufi crosses into the world of
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infinite existence, and the cup is a symbol of love and knowledge of
the Divine Self for them The Sufi Sufi used the kashkul to preserve
the food or money that benefactors gave him, or to preserve food and
drink. In addition, many of the kashkul were filled with gold and
silver, which contradicts the asceticism of the Sufis. Therefore, it was
sometimes used to preserve money from bandits due to the frequent
travel of the Sufis, and their absence from what is going on around
them during meditation and worshipIn addition, not all ascetic Sufis
are poor dervishes, but some of them were sultans, princes, and
wealthy people. What is most likely in recent studies is that the
kashkul was made for the Sufis to use in preserving his valuables
throughout his life during his journey and travel, and when he visits
the holy shrines in Iraq and Iran, he donates his kashkul to them It
contains the most precious possessions of the world and its ruins.
Indeed, if death overtakes him before visiting these shrines, he is
advised to donate his kashkil and what it contains to those holy
shrines. This is an explanation for the arrival to us of hundreds of
kashkil that were kept in the shrines of the pure Imams in Iraq and
Iran.

Keywords: kashkul, alms bowl, Sufi, symbolism
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1- Hillenbrand ( R) : Islamic art and architecture , London , 1999 .
2— Pope ((A.U) : A survey of persian art ,oxford.1938. vol 3"
3— Hattestein (M) et Delius (P) : Arts et Civilisation de l,islam , Koneman,

paris , 2000.
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1- https://www.thenelsoncollection.co.uk/artists/26—antoin—

sevruguin/works/9624

2- https://www.thenelsoncollection.co.uk/artists/26—antoin—

sevruguin/works /9777
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