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Mesopotamian Costume in the Light of Archaeological
Evidence: Selected Examples
Prof. Dr. Naman Jumha Ibrahim
Assist. Lect. Khnaw Mohammad Mahmoud

- Abstract:

The aim of this research is to examine the remnants of clothing found at
multiple sites in Mesopotamia, by analyzing the findings of archaeological
excavations and analyzing available material, artistic evidence, and historical
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texts. The objective of this project is to comprehend the nature of clothing and
its social, religious, and economic functions. Ancient clothing was often made
from weak and fragile materials like animal skins, plant fibers, and organic
substances, which rarely survived intact and were preserved underground for
extended periods. They typically could not withstand environmental conditions
and climatic factors such as rain, drought, and humidity, which makes the
discovery and recovery of clothing remains challenging.

The investigation focuses on the materials utilized in clothing
manufacturing, such as wool and linen, and the methods of obtaining them,
starting from animal husbandry. It examines the initial techniques and tools
utilized in the manufacturing processes, which included awls, needles, spindles,
and manual weaving tools. In addition, it examines the decorative tools that
were found at Mesopotamian sites. The research examines the evolution stages
of clothing by studying various artistic artifacts, such as dolls, tablets, seals, and
sculptures from various historical periods.

This study concludes that studying the oldest clothing remnants in
Mesopotamia is not just about the material aspect of fashion. It provides an entry
point to comprehend the nature of clothing and the evolution of manufacturing
techniques, reflecting the socio-economic structure of daily life for the
inhabitants of Mesopotamia.

Keywords: Customs, Daily Life, Archaeological Excavations, Mesopotamia,
Organic Materials.
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