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Lights on the Year Names from Reign Sulgi
(2094-2047 BC)

Mustafa Shahim Kamal Khalid Salim Ismael
mustafa.23asp42@student.uomosul.edu.iq kh salim@uomosul.edu.iq
Abstract:

This article sheds light on the formulation of Year Names
during the reign of  Sulgi (2094-2047 BC). It aims to clarify the
nature of this system as one of the methods devised by the Sumerians
to date the regnal years of kings by recording significant historical
events of various kinds whether political, military, economic, or
diplomatic and sometimes even administrative matters. Most of these
topics naturally reflect the activities of Sulgi, who ascended the throne
of Ur Ill dynasty and enjoyed the longest reign, lasting forty-eight
years. Accordingly, we possess forty-eight (48) date formulas, whose
modes of composition vary between concise and extended forms, as
well as transitional year names that include the terms (us,-sa) and
(us,-sa-bi). In addition, there are year names in which the same event
was repeated for more than one year through the use of ordinal
numbers and the reiteration of the event itself an approach adopted
when no notable event occurred in a given year to serve as the basis
for naming the new year.

The article focuses on presenting analytical perspectives on the most
important verbal formulas and their types attested in the year names of
this Kking. From a grammatical standpoint, approximately (68)
different verbal constructions have been identified, including (57)
standard verbal forms. Some of these occur in abbreviated form,
limited to the verbal root accompanied by a relative marker that
conveys a passive meaning, while other forms employ the agent infix
(n), the (b) infix for non-animate subjects, and appropriate suffixes
corresponding to the verbal state, which often function as a reflection
of the elements of the nominal clause within the verbal clause (case
elements).

Keywords: Lights, Year Names, Reign, Sulgi, Ur II1.
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Cadyg Baalg daaway (b|2) Lagad )y LQJ;T @.«A (i) 99 (|3) Al lgd )9 @LAA
39350 830 (A Lgield (i) A8l alasicd g 2)5 5a] dasas (imi) dasludl L
tolial Joaall & munge g8 LS

dilad) | cyal) 2ae
ba 53
mu 5
i3 4
bi2 4
imi 1
[ 1

— YoeY) (Ssd el Gy eland 8 35 el 38 dngeal) Lalill e Ll
((ba) Cyeatl) Aslas oy Aledl Alaall iy seall Gulal) Ala 03 (Y498
(2) Al gpmiadl b gl G (@) el Cips Ao (gymnn Al JLadY) jeaag
Ki ba-a-gar :Sall Jail) 4 Slod cllall oS e (4) dalll

(i3) i) A alasinls Lol laialy S iguall Guilaills agalaial o
Garall & cuyela A TO() dadl Cips e gyt ) dlad) JadY) H50s a
Dskall e Jay 13853 in—niging Sded cllall S e dabadl dall 4S540 Lladl)
A = sl peas (A Apasall ARl s 4] Jeay s Zsaill

Lgad Caaxdid daaia (00) 25ag liwan] 40301 daia (09) Jles) (e
il dras Cels Lol Lale a5 Lues LS ddlide JLadl j53a ae (ba) ddL)
- seaall

28 (MU) Ayasedl 220 8 legus V) Aol alasinly canys Al ol Lty
Al aad reany @A Ssd Gl o) ga5 Lashea Lgd Jeldl) 05S Alan & g
e ol 13 Ll () (Da) daledl ae (dUg) Jadll Jas aayss o) ) blesind L aag
(o) olae (s (MU) Azl
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Al 8 aaly Sgea plabe (re O3S A daakieY) JladY) jeia il e
(dus, pads, dimy, ily, hul, sum, gub, hun, ra, du, tuk) : & LS ol
(dugs/dujs-ga , hug / hun-ga) : 4 WS (uedaie (e S0 Al sdalls
O 0S8 o Ll Clgin eland (o238 dediiiall 2G5 JLadY) L)
Ul deadil S (dadll + aYl) dosalll Legianda 8 (palife (afigia (palaie
Aobadl) dlaal) ()9S5 SV dpaguad) Lol 6 Bacinall Digail) LY (e e5aS (Sragud)
Aagiay s
@y Al Slod clld) s e GO Diad) & maaly (o Laal jeds 8
Balae " iadge b Gfalll U8 (e L) Laally cidtine it buan dlawall (a gl
;s LS (5.30-h) 5 (5.30-2) debeailly Calli "2 jlacual) dnad 1) €
S.30-a:
mu dumu-munus lugal ensi, an-ga-an*-ke, ba-an- tuk

S.30-b:
mu dumu-munus lugal ensi, an-éa-ank'-ke4 ba-an- du

Ll Ll e linl A oSla (Led) a0 () Adl " tlgian s el Gaa
Sxally (tuk) J3ad) (Oedbide Galadl) Jadl (e 3T 3 jallal) dadll s s 5L
(z20) )5 e Lo GV (du)

o b e A aebia slad 8 Ashadl (45D) duad) 6 Wil jelayg
(O —hLS Ly casaglel cagygarne cagalug) ) Gre pperty (Slgd ) ol e
e 13ag )5l paal) elad (u saals Byal (Ug) cadasll Cayal (sl alasinal,
fst

S.45-b:
mu %ul-gi nita kal-ga lugal uriX' — ma lugal an ub- da limmu,- ba-
ke, ur-bi, -lum * si- mu-ru um® lu- lu- bu® u; kara,-har® 1-ge,/

as- Se; sag-du- bi Su- bur-a im-mi — ra/ bi,- ra-a
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 Sdgd dlal aSs i sland A Balsl Aadl) duall :luslu
(Ve) AL (Sss clld)l i slaad (3 ddedll joall goane slas) P (o
laae sy dlic) dubed jua 1 Jg¥) gl (o Gaady Gue st Criacal lasd Llad diua
3 e Ol slead B Ladgys Gy LalieV) Dledll goall Gan o) Jeaall
RS PRREIA]
daladl) Zuall
daalicy
i-na-ku,-ra
ba-dus-a
ba-ab-dug
kU4
ba-dU3
ba'kU4
ba'kU4
ba'dU3
ba'kU4
i3-pads;
ba'dimz
ba-hun-ga

ba-il,
ba-ab-gi,4
ba-an-ku,

ba-hul

ba-hul

sum-ma-ni

S:24 | ba-hul
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o S
asalicy)
[ S:25 | ba-hul
S:26 | ba-hul
S:27 | ba-hul
S:28- | ba-gub-ba-se;
a
S:28- | ba-a-hun
a
S:28- | ba-gub
b
S:28- | ba-a-hun
b
[ $:29 | ba-gub-ba-se;
|S:29 ba-a-hun
S:30- | ba-a-tuk
a
S:30- | ba-an-du
b
S:31- | ba-an-tuk
a
S:31- | ba-hul
b
S:32 | ba-hul
S:33- | ba-hul
a
S:34- | ba-hul
a
S:35 | ba-hul
S:36- | ba-hul
a
S:36- | ba-ku,
b
S:36- | ba-an-kuy
C
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S:40 |ba-dus-a
S:41 |ba-dus-a
S:42- | ba-dus-a

T
asalicy)

S:37- | ba-an-kuy

S:37- | mu-dus

b

S:37- | ba-dus

S:38 | ba-dus

S:39- | ba-dus

a

S:39- | mu-dus

b

a

S:42- | mu-hul
b

S:43- | ba-hul
a

§243' i3-pad3
b

§244' i3-pad3
a

S:44- | ba-hul
b

S:45- | ba-hul
a

S:45- | bi,-ra-a
b

S:45- | im-mi-ra
b

S:46- | ba-hul
a

AR

AY YT — Y L Y Al (Y h v) ) JEY g Gl A il ja At




(a-B YrEV-Yeat) Aol dlall g (e i) slaud o slpual

Oo O] clad 8 Wagys Croeny Ayl Ejagadl Jlad) s mag Jsan sl
FENPRJRPTS

%S}d\ K.Aa.s’.\\ &,ual\
Ki ba-a-gar

Ki ba-a-gar

Si biz'Saz'a

Su in-nigin;

ka ba -ab-kesda,
kin ba-an-duqs-
ga

Si bi,-Iin- sa,-sa,-
a

kin ba-an-duqs-
ga

si bi,-sa,-a
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1Al
t oY) Apdo bl el e Cpedy Cpe st (Slpd dllal) g sland Cieie)
Ll e qua 1 Sl cdaiialgy Biual fua @) (Aybas)dowld jua
(S A Ba2as)
adie) G cBaaly dlase dilad dlea o Cpicd) slend dulidl) goall calli-Y
oo Lwall MU (Jedll 81) Cipemil) A8l Jlasial o el 3 4a))
il e el DA Cayeaill Al padie) Wiy asbeall il Gaaal)
Gl Caas! Jsgaall
o A LSl ) maaly s Jaadls (Kol cllal) 4l Gady Lo =Y
&) caaSa e g pdally Lol Zad) e Ted dand Ji Caagdigir Loagly)
aglal) Sled cllal Cilgins eland gaas 8 355 ol Gaill Adle )
21a,22b,23 ): dgill Je ooy Slgin Al 8 Jadh laaas o cygm)Yly
ey JY Ssd 46 Al o ixas ¢(b,28b,37b,39b,46b,47b
fagardl (an
Cileds 3 Slod ellall g sland gaa Llglis ) Gle ginsall o i —¢
LSual) allee) (e Db cdujleall diiaieg Ll Glalially GlaaY) ey
Apelda) oals Lad ciled WS daalasbially duabud) cilglail) (ans Gl
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2 al ggd)
ad L2 1daa ca@_‘af\ba';j a@l\)\.ﬁa;j a@é:\‘)u U}ff}-‘d‘ ccj_a diﬁA..ﬂA cJAf)S (\)
iovua Yo Y cu\_\.ﬂ cgjﬁ\jﬂ
c\c ‘e:m.ﬁj\ éb.d\ B)lasg &1_)1;'1 %g Ay O:ué\)l\ D cady C)—AA cL:AjL.A\ (Y)
Y/\Yua YoV 6.3‘.35.:!
z\jl_ui) (A4 ‘)‘5‘ Dl = Bygciia yat 3.:1)@ U@ gl ¢l (e ya 4(..\_1@_) (V)
YU NV a Yo c&aﬂ\&uhcw‘ﬁs ):MLQ
(4) Sigrist, M., & Damerow, P., Mesopotamian Year Names Neo-
Sumerian and Old Babylonian Date Formulas, Berlin, 2001, p.23
(5) Ungnad, A., RLA, Vol. 2, 1938, p. 137
(6) Sigrist, M., & Damerow, P., op.cit, p. 22
(7) Ibid, p.20
(8) Ungnad, A., op.cit, p. 134,137
(9) Sallaberger, W., SZ, P.693; Attinger, P., GSF, P. 1131;

&jmum‘ﬁwwwﬁcbaw%)w&wcw&s ¢ daa)

YViga Yo V) (diagall daals 8ygdia e Hiiwale dla) c‘g\)ﬂ\ aaill (._.g
(10) Sigrist, M., & Damerow, P., op.cit, p.21
(11) Ibid, p. 21
(12) (P117428), MAR. 2.25
(13) Sigrist, M., & Damerow, P., op.cit.p. 19
(14) Ibid, p.20
(15) Sigrist, M., Ozaki, T., BPOA, Vol.6, 2009, p. 452. No. 1234;
CDLI, (P292433), MAR, 2025
(16) Sigrist, M., & Damerow, P., op.cit, p.24

Bygiall dojlarsal) paguaill o4 Slod cllall (pan pali lang cgglazasdl (VV)
oy daals Bygdia e oy Aagyhal (a3 £Y-Y 0 90) 5o didl yeg
A0 4a Y VY

1Tl (Gild) radl caana e caaal (VA)

(19) Sigrist, M., & Damerow, P., Op.cit, p. 22
(20) Ibid, p.23
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(21) https://cdli.ox.ac.uk/wiki/doku.php?id=year _names_shulgi
(22) Edzard, D. O., Sumerian Grammar, Bosten, 2003, P.109.110

: J.ﬂ.aa.d\

AN e Huac (e Badie & Slias djlaws gagial clasa o caeal-)
Laals Byp—die y e i cale Ay ¢ Bhall Coatall 84 Lagina
XYY caagall

Ay AAE sl DL (e Bypdiie s Anlense pagaal cind Opnym ¢alig—Y
YoV e (Jhagall dadls Bygdite pe yiiala

8] Alansall (ageatll 8 Sk Gl copun yaali lang o5l T
Laals Bygdia ye ol)g WKy A agyhal (203 £V-Y 0 90) Byp Siddl ;g
Yo Y Yol

Az el Ghall Hlang 7 & Ay padhll Dl caud) #a ( allall —¢
Y VY calaa

23 Hdan i caguailiadg aghlians agdylS Ospasadl (zod digaua ¢ jaa S -0
YOVY (ol sl et

6- Atlinger, P., Glossoire Sumérien_Francais - Principalement des
Texts Letteraires Paléobabyloniens, Harrassowitz,(GSF), 2021.

7- Edzard, D. O., Sumerian Grammar, Bosten, 2003.

8- https://cdli.ox.ac.uk/wiki/doku.php?id=year_names_shulgi

9- Sallaberger, W., Sumerischer Zettelkasten, (SZ), Munich, 2006.
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(a3 Yo eV-Y 0 at) Kol dlall yge (e cpind) sland Ao gl
Sumerian and Old Babylonian Date Formulas, Berlin, 2001.
11-Sigrist, M., Ozaki, T., Neo-Sumerian Administrative Tablets

from the Yale Babylonian Collection, BPOA, Vol.6/1,
Madrid,2009.
12-Ungnad, A., "Dattenlishtin ", (RLA), Vol. 2, Berlin, 1933-1938.
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