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Abstract

The historian criticism is considered as a very important subject
because it is one of the important tools the is used by the historians in
their historical writings to consider the news and the text and making
sure of its validity and truthiness. It, in its real meaning, searches in
the reality of the thing and makes sure of its authenticity, so it
represents the vital axis of the science of history. And it will not be an
exaggeration if we say that criticism is one of the most important tools
of history as it is a scientific art that has its necessary importance in

verifying the truthiness of the news.

And in the eighth Islamic century and as a result of the political
changes which followed the Abbasid caliphate ( 656 A.H/ 1258 A.D.),
historical writing had flourished in the Levant after it has become a
center in which many of the scientists had gathered. So many
historians whose reputation had spread in the field of general history
had become prominent such as Abu Al-fida ( B.732A.H/1331 A.D.),
Al-thehebi ( B. 748AH./ 1347 A.D.), Ibn Kutheir (
B.774A.H/1372A.D.), and other historians who had not priority or
separation in historical criticism. The development of witting, in this
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period, reached to high degree, so they were interested in selecting
and criticizing the historical material or depending on some narratives
and neglecting others to make sure of the truthiness of the narrated
news

The first beginnings of historical criticism of Muslims have
originated
with the holy prophetic hadiths as after examining the hadiths to
recognize the correct noes out of the false. As a result What is known
as the science of insulting and adjustment ( EIm al-jerh wa al-te'deel)
has appeared Which means judging those who narrate the hadith by
insulting them or modifying the hadith.

In the first beginnings of the criticism, there was strong connection
between the hadith and the history as each one had contributed the
other. For example the study of the biography and the invasions of the
prophet (Allah's prayers and peace be on him and his household) as
apart of studying the hadith. The pioneers of the first biography were
narrator scientists. This lead to the fact that the view point towards the
narratives and the methods of criticizing them were performed in the
same way which the men of hadith used. Then criticism started to
develop and come out its religious character which characterized by in
its beginning till its field widened so the historians used it in their
historical writings and tried by using it to correct the man mistakes
which were included in the narratives. Many critic historians became
prominent who had a great contribution in this field, so criticism
became the focus of interest by most of the historians.

And in the eighth Islamic century and as a result of the political
changes which followed the Abbasid caliphate ( 656 A.H/ 1258 A.D.),
historical writing had flourished in the Levant after it has become a
center in which many of the scientists had gathered. So many
historians whose reputation had spread in the field of general history
had become prominent such as Abu Al-fida ( B.732A.H/1331 A.D.),
Al-thehebi ( B. 748AH./ 1347 A.D., Ibn Kutheir (
B.774A.H/1372A.D.), and other historians who had not priority or
separation in historical criticism. The development of witting, in this
period, reached to high degree, so they were interested in selecting
and criticizing the historical material or depending on some narratives

Yyv

YoXe - @&‘OJSLSMJ(V“) ad) JGY\J@JLSS\‘;QQMUA&_\%A




.......................... Gl ol Coyall I35 Apaladl alall fulall cilitge § o yglaty il

and neglecting others to make sure of the truthiness of the narrated
news.

So they were interested in criticism in all its types whether those
related to criticizing the narratives or the characters whether they were
political, scientific, etc. As concerned with criticizing the narratives,
we find that they make use of a variety of methods like the doubt
method which is one of the methods depended on in criticism so they
doubted some false narratives and they did not assert their truthiness
and mentioned them in forms which refer to their weakness and
unacceptability. They used the principle of weighting through
comparing the historical narratives weighting the correct ones. Some
looked for the reasons and causes of many accidents and events
related to the holy prophetic hadiths as an attempt to indicate the
correct among them. Some tried to correct the mistakes included in the
narratives and there are some who reject the narratives which have
legendary and mythical character and which contrast with mind and
logic.

That was not limited to criticizing the narratives but it moved to
criticizing the prominent characters in the states who lived in previous
periods, so they followed the biographies of the ministers, the rulers,
the judges, and the army men in their previous workbooks and
transferred them in their historical blogs which they wrote in the
Islamic eighth century. So they looked at their behaviors, actions,
morals, and the good or bad features they were characterized by and
they come out with criticizing judgments against them.

They also followed the men of the intellectual movement, the men
of transferring and mental sciences. They were interested in them and
followed their news and that did not prevent them from criticizing
them and mentioning their faults. So they criticized their scientific
weakness, behaviors, and morals. Some of them were the men of
Arabic of linguists, grammarians, and poets, the men of religious
sciences of jurisprudents, interpreters, and narrators of hadiths as well
as the historians and the men of philosophy and medicine.

Fancy and political and sectarian orientations have their effect on
the workbooks of some of them especially Al-thehebi and Ibn Kutheir
who criticized a lot of the narratives motivated by sectarian and
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fanatic motifs as they contrast their religious beliefs. They also
criticized a lot of characters who were not of their religion or sect
because of fanaticism, fancy, and orientation.
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