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Abstract

The Nile River is the lifeblood of Egypt, in addition to the Nile River

is of great importance for all countries of the Nile Basin in all fields of
agriculture, economic and other areas, and the sources of the Nile
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River, which stems from the tropical plateau and the Ethiopian
plateau and Bahr El Ghazal and Blue Nile, and there are many
agreements governing The exploitation of the Nile water between
the Nile basin countries and the most important, the Protocol of 1891
and the agreement signed in Brussels in 1894 and the Convention of
1929 and the Convention of 1959, However, there was a great
disagreement Egypt, a country downstream with the rest of the
countries of the Nile Basin countries upstream.

However, the water relations between Egypt and the Congo were
fine, because the Congo did not need the water of the Nile River,
because it is self-sufficient water, did not disagree with Egypt or
object to any water agreement concluded by Egypt regarding the
waters of the Nile River, Egypt has tried to win over Congo in all
forms to continue with it in its positions on water issues.

When Israel tried a lot to get enough water from the Nile, and
even before it was established, the Zionist movement tried to focus
on the issue of water from the Nile since its early meetings. One of
the projects for Egypt to get some of the Nile water through the
Sinai, but Egypt has always rejected this.
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CONFIDENTIAL.

Memorandum by Siy Clement Hill ve-
specting the Congo State and the Nile

Basin.

THE Anglo-German Agreement, by which
the western watershed of the Nile Basin was
placed within the British sphere, was signed
on the Ist July, 1890. It states that the
sphere in which the exercise of influence is
reserved to Great Britain is bounded “to the
north by a line commencing on the coast at the
north bank of the mouth of the River Juba:
thence it ascends that bank of the river, and is
conterminous with the territory reserved to the
influence of Italy in Gallaland and Abyssinia as
far as the confines of Egypt. To the west by
the Congo Free State, and by the western water-
shed of the basin of the Upper Nile.”

The Protocols of Demarcation with [taly were
signed on the 24th March and the 15th April,
1891.

Article 1 of the former states that * the line
of demarcation in Eastern Africa between the
spheres of influence respectively reserved to
Great Britain and Italy shall follow from the sea
the mid-channel of the River Juba up to latitude
6° north,” the line then following “the 6th
parallel of north latitude up to the meridian
35" east of Greenwich, which it will follow up to
the Blue Nile.” The Protocol of the 15th April
completed this demarcation towards the north,
The line starts from Ras Kasar on the Red Sea,
and finally having followed the Rebad for the
short distance between the confluence of the Kor
Lemsen and the intersection of 35° east longitude,
Greenwich, “identifies itself in a southerly
direction with that meridian until it meets the
Blue Nile.”
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not ignore the claims of Turkey and Egypt in
the basin of the Nile,”

The Agreement evoked strong feeling in
France, and by an arrangement entered into
by the French Government with the Congo
State on the 14th August, 1894, the latter
bound itself to renounce all occupation, and to
exercise in the future no political influence west
or north of a defined line.

By this engagement the State is debarred
from entering the greater part of the leased
territory.

It must, however be remembered that the
leases are not given to the State, but to the King
of the Belgians personally.

The French Government also addressed Her
)I:lj('st.\"s Government on the subject. M.
Decrais, on the 28th May, formulated the most
express reserves with regard to the Agreement of
the 12th May, the stipulations of which appeared
to his Government to be in contradiction to the
Agreements between France and the Independent
State, as well as to the international situation of
the basin of the Upper Nile.

On the Bth June M. Decrais spoke in
general terms of the feeling aroused in France
by the Agreement. He was told that Her
Majesty’s Government were quite willing to
discuss the grounds of the Trench objections,
and to enter into a general rev iew of all African
questions pending between the two Governments,
with the exception of Egypt. He agreed that
there was no advantage in raising a discussion
at the moment on Egypt.

On the Tth June a discussion took place in
the French Chambers, when M. Hanotaux stated
that the French Government considered the
Convention concluded on the 12th May as null
and void ; adding that the French outposts had
been reinforced to guard against surprises, and
that any necessary troops would be sent out
without delay. A vote was unanimously passed
expressing confidence that the Government would
make French rights respected.

A few days later Lord Dufferin had an inter-
view with M. Hanotaux, recorded in his
despatches Nes. 162 and 163 of the 13th June.
Lord Dufferin felt the difficulty of reproducing
M. Hanotaux’ arguments even in long despatches,
and it is still more difficult to do so in a summary.
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They may perhaps be summed up by quoting Lord
Dufferin’s words from the despatch No. 163 : 1
am convinced that, in their quarrel with Belgium,
and in the violence of their opposition to the
Agreement of the 12th May, the real desire of
the French is to prevent us from e )lishing
ourselves, whether theoretically, as represented
by the Congo State, or materially, in our own
persons, on the Bahr-el-Ghazal and in the Valley
of the Nile, and perhaps to anticipate us in the
occupation of those distriets.”

His Excellency had asked for, and M. Hanotaux
had promised, a written statement of the French
objections ; but the latter subsequently explained
that, on further consideration, he thought such
a written statement would be premature, and that
verbal discussions would give more room for
elasticity in the pretensions or demands which
might be set forth. Accordingly, on the 20th
June, Lord Dufferin had a further verbal dis-
cussion, but the only solution suggested by
M. Hanotoux was, the complete and immediate

abrogation on the part of Her Majesty’s Gove

)}
men and the King of the Belgians of all the
provisions of the 12th May Agreement.

On the 29th June his Excellency had another
conversation with M. Hanotaux. It chiefly
turned on the wish of the French Govern-
ment to induce us to annul the Agreement
relating to the leases. Lord Dufferin inquired
whether this meant that, if we induced the
King of the Belgians to surrender the juris-
diction we had granted him over the Bahr-el-
Ghazal and the lease of the Nile Valley, France
would recognize the Anglo-German Convention.

M. Hanotaux declined to commit himself; nor

would he give a direct reply when Lord Dufferin
asked whether he could give Her Majesty’s
Government an assurance that no such outrageous
step as an occupation by French troops of a
position within the territory dealt with in the
Agreement was in contemplation. Lord Dufferin
then warned him that the unprovoked irruption
of French troops into the territory in question
would exasperate public opinion in England, and
produce a situation fraught with danger to the
peaceable relations of the two countries. On the
17th July Lord Kimberley told M. Decrais that
[er Majesty’s Government could do nothing
without knowing the precise nature of the French

¥y il A il 3 Adaa ]
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(2) Simon Jonas Augusto: From Conflict to Cooperation in the Nile Basin, PhD.
,Swiss federal institute of technology, Zurich, 2003, P. 1.
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(') Hamdy A. Hassan, Ahmad Al Rasheedy: The Nile River and Egyptian

Foreign Policy Interests, African Sociological Review vol. 11, No.1, 2007, p.
26.
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United State of America, 2000, pp.1-5, 20-25.
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(**) Arthur Okoth-Owiro: the Nile treaty State Succession and International

Treaty Commitments: A Case Study of The Nile Water Treaties, Konrad
Adenauer Foundation, Nairobi, Kenya, 2004, P. 4.
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