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Abstract :

This study examines the social customs and traditions of the Hui
Muslim community in China during the period between 1911 and
1925, a historical phase marked by profound political and cultural
transformations following the fall of the Qing Dynasty and the
establishment of the Chinese Republic. The research aims to analyze
the social structure of the Hui, explore their religious and cultural
practices, and investigate the nature of their internal social interactions
as well as their relations with other ethnic groups within Chinese
society.

Employing a comparative methodology, the study identifies
elements of continuity and change in the Hui’s social life across the
pre-1911 and post-1911 periods, with particular attention to family
structure, religious and secular education, religious rituals and
communal observances, economic roles, and patterns of social
communication. The research also examines the impact of
governmental policies and the emerging republican order on the
cultural and religious identity of the Hui, and assesses the
community’s ability to maintain its distinctiveness amid shifting
sociopolitical conditions.

Drawing upon a diverse range of historical and anthropological
sources, this study offers an in-depth understanding of how the Hui
Muslims managed to balance the preservation of their Islamic identity
with their integration into the new structures of the republican state.
Their experience represents a significant example of the interaction
between religious identity and modern national transformations.

Keywords
« Hui Muslims
. Social customs and traditions
. Cultural and religious identity
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Conclusion:
The study of the social customs and traditions of the Hui Muslims in
China between 1911 and 1925 reveals a complex society deeply
rooted in religious and cultural heritage, yet shaped by the political
and social transformations of the period. The research shows that
traditional customs were not merely daily practices, but vital
mechanisms for preserving religious identity and social cohesion in
the face of national and regional challenges.

The comparative analysis indicates that while some customs
adapted flexibly to the surrounding Chinese environment, others
remained resilient, reflecting the community’s ability to balance the
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preservation of cultural roots with limited engagement with the
broader society. These traditions serve as a lens to understand the
interplay between religious affiliation and national identity,
highlighting how social heritage can act as a source of internal
stability during periods of significant change.

Understanding this historical experience goes beyond academic
interest; it provides deeper insight into the formation of collective
identities and the role of culture and religion in shaping community
life within turbulent historical contexts. It also opens avenues for
future research on the cultural and social evolution of Hui Muslims
and their interactions with the wider Chinese society in subsequent
periods
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