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Summary

Aztec military and warfare education reflected a profound fusion

between religion and battle, where war was seen not merely as a
political act but as a sacred duty to the gods. The Aztec warrior grew
up believing that combat was a form of worship, and before every
campaign, prayers and invocations were offered to seek divine favor.
Priests played an essential role in guiding the army, choosing the days
of battle, blessing weapons, and interpreting celestial signs that
foretold victory or defeat.
Captivity held deep spiritual meaning; prisoners were considered
divine gifts, sacrificed in ritual ceremonies as offerings of gratitude
for victory. Religious and military practices extended into households,
where fathers taught their sons bravery, discipline, and reverence for
the sacred duty of war.

Women who died during childbirth were honored as equals to
fallen warriors, as br had given their lives for the continuation of life
itself.

Military education served as a path toward both spiritual
elevation and social prestige. Enrollment in military schools
represented not only physical training but also moral and spiritual
refinement. Trainees lived under strict regimens of diet, rest, and
discipline, and were instructed in music and ritual at the House of
Song, where they learned the harmony between strength and
spirituality. A young warrior's first battle marked his initiation into
glory, with his status determined by the number of captives he could
seize-each captive elevating his title and honor. Thus, Aztec military
education was a sacred journey that united faith and warfare, forging
warriors who fought not only for victory, but for eternal remembrance.
Keywords: Aztec, military education, religious belief, priests, war
rituals, human sacrifice.
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