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Arbaeen Pilgrimage and Its Role in Promoting Values and
Peacebuilding

Abstract

This study addresses one of the sensitive issues in lIraqgi
society—namely, the challenges of extremism and division—by
analyzing the role of the Arbaeen pilgrimage as a broad religious and
social phenomenon capable of promoting the values of coexistence
and peacebuilding. The study aims to identify the role of the Arbaeen
pilgrimage in reinforcing social values and fostering peace, its impact
on individuals and society, as well as the relationship between
religious rituals performed during the Arbaeen pilgrimage and social
values. It also seeks to explore the main psychological and social
effects that the pilgrimage generates among participants.

The study employed the social survey method using a
descriptive-analytical approach and targeted a purposive sample of
(250) participants, including visiting Imam Hussein (peace be upon
him), volunteers serving them, and shop and hotel owners in the city
of Karbala.

The study reached a set of conclusions, the most significant of
which are as follows: (74.8%) of participants stated that the
pilgrimage encourages acceptance of others and respect for cultural
diversity; (82.4%) confirmed that it helps bring viewpoints closer and
overcome differences; (80.8%) indicated that it enhances peaceful
coexistence among various groups; and (92.8%) believed that it
contributes to spreading a culture of dialogue and acceptance of
differing opinions.

The study concludes that the Arbaeen pilgrimage serves as a
dense social and religious platform for generating moral and
communicative capital that strengthens altruism, generosity, and
dialogue while reducing sectarian and social tensions, thus making it
an effective tool for consolidating societal peace.

Keywords: Arbaeen Pilgrimage, Social Values, Peaceful

Coexistence, Peacebuilding.
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