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Abstract:

Crete enjoyed a unique strategic location in the heart of the
Mediterranean, which attracted the attention of colonial powers. It fell
under Roman control, and then, after the spread and expansion of
Islam, was taken over by Arab Muslims. It then fell under the control
of the Byzantines, the Venetians, and the Ottomans.

Following the deterioration of the Ottoman Empire's situation
and the outbreak of the Greek Revolution of Independence in 1822,
the Ottoman Empire directed Muhammad Ali Pasha to suppress the
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Greek Revolution. He succeeded in suppressing it and gained control
of the island of Crete in 1830. He began to take an interest in its
administrative, economic, and political affairs. However, he focused
on the economic aspect due to its abundant economic resources,
including agriculture, industry, and trade, and he also introduced new
economic reforms.
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