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The gold trade and its impact on the Andalusian economy

during the Almoravid era
(448-541 AH / 1056-1146 AD)

Ms. Zeina Dawood Salem
College of Education for Women,
University of Baghdad, Department of History

Summary

Andalusia witnessed a state of stability and political security
during the Almoravid rule, which was reflected in various aspects of
life, including the economic aspect. Trade flourished within the cities
of Andalusia itself, as well as between them and neighboring
countries. Exports and imports expanded, most notably gold, which
contributed significantly to the prosperity and activity of Andalusian
trade through its use in minting coins and manufacturing jewelry,
decorative items, and clothing.
Keywords: gold, economy of al-Andalus, Almoravid dynasty.
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Conclusion:
After completing our research, we must recall the most important
findings we have reached.

1. Andalusia witnessed a state of security and political stability,
which was reflected in all aspects of life, especially the economic
sphere. This led to economic prosperity and active trade.

2. The Almoravid state adopted a gold-based monetary system, and
the Almoravid gold dinar became the only currency accepted in
commercial circulation. It was distinguished by its pure gold
mint, stable weight, and quality.

3. The fame of the Almoravid gold dinar spread, and it was a trusted
resource for merchants to use during import and export trade.

4. The importance of gold emerged in various industries,

contributing to the flourishing of domestic and foreign trade,
including coinage, jewelry, clothing, and furniture.
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Primary Sources
. Al-Idrisi, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn
Idris al-Hasani (d. 560 AH/1264 AD):.
1. Nuzhat al-Mushtaq fi Ikhtiraq al-Afaq, 'Alam al-Kutub,
Beirut, 1989, vol. 2.
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2. Al-MaghribwaArd al-Sudan waMisrwaal-Andalus, excerpt
from Nuzhat al-Mushtaq fi Ikhtirag al-Afaqg, Brill Press,
Leiden, 1866.

Al-Istakhri, Abu Ishag Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-Farisi (d.
346 AH/957 AD):

3. Al-Masalikwa al-Mamalik, Dar Sader, Beirut, 2004.
Al-Bakri, Abi Ubayd Abdullah ibn Abdul Aziz (d. 487
AH/1094 AD):

4. Kitab al-Maghrib fi Dhikr Biladlfrigiyahwa al-Maghrib,
which is part of Kitab al-Masalikwa al-Mamalik, Al-
Muthanna Press, Baghdad, 1857.

Ibn Buluggin, Abdullah ibn Buluggin ibn Badis ibn Hubus
ibn Maksin ibn Manad (d. 483 AH/1090 AD):

5. Al-Tibyan an al-Haditha al-Ka'ina bi-Dawlat BaniZiri fi
Gharnata, edited by: Ali Omar, Al-Thagafa al-Diniyah
Library, Cairo, 2006.

Al-Biruni, Abu Rayhan Muhammad ibn Ahmad (d. 442
AH/1050 AD):

6. Al-Jamahir fi Ma'rifat al-Jawahir, King Fahd National
Library, Riyadh, 1936, vol. 14.

Al-Hakim, Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Yusuf (d. after 759
AH/1357 AD):

7. Al-Dawha al-Mushtabika fi Dawabit Dar al-Sikka, edited
by: Hussein Mounis, 1st ed., Institute of Islamic Studies
Press, Madrid, 1960.

Al-Hamawi, Shihab al-Din Abu Abdullah Yaqut ibn
Abdullah (d. 626 AH/1229 AD).

8. Mu'jam al-Buldan, 2nd ed., Dar Sader, Beirut, 1995, vol. 2.
Al-Himyari, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn
Abdul Mun'im (d. 900 AH/1495 AD).

9. Al-Rawd al-Mi'tar fi Khabar al-Aqgtar, edited by: lhsan

Abbas, Nasser Foundation for Culture, Beirut, printed by
Dar Al-Siraj Press, 2nd ed., 1980, vol. 1.
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10. SifatJaziratal-Andalus, selected from Kitab al-Rawd
al-Mi'tar fi Khabar al-Aqtar, edited by: Levi Provencal,
2nd ed., Dar Al-Jeel, Beirut, Lebanon, 1988.

Ibn al-Khatib, Lisan al-Din Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn
Abdullah ibn Said (d. 776 AH/1374 AD):

11. Al-lhatat fi AkhbarGharnata, 1st ed., Dar al-Kutub
al-1lmiyah, Beirut, 2003, vol. 1, vol. 4.

Ibn Khaldun, Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn
Muhammad, Abu ZaydWali al-Din al-Hadrami (d. 808
AH/1406 AD):

12. Diwan al-Mubtada' wa al-Khabar fi Tarikh al-Arab
wa al-Barbarwa Man Asarahum min Dhawi al-Sha'n al-
Akbar, text verified and indexed by: Khalil Shihada, Dar
Al-Fikr for Printing, Publishing and Distribution, Beirut,
1988, vol. 6.

Ibn Khallikan, Abu al-Abbas Shams al-Din Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Abi Bakr (d. 681 AH/1282 AD)

13. Wafayat al-A'yan wa Anba' Abna' Ahl al-Zaman,
edited by lhsan Abbas, 1st ed., Dar Sader, Beirut, 1994,
Vol. 7.

Al-Salawi, Shihab al-Din Abu al-Abbas Ahmad ibn Khalid
ibn Muhammad (d. 1315 AH/1897 AD):

14. Al-Istigsa li-AkhbarDuwal al-Maghrib  al-Agsa,
edited by: Ja'far al-Nasiri, Muhammad al-Nasiri, Dar al-
Kitab, Casablanca, 1954, vol. 2.

Ibn Said al-Maghribi, Nur al-Din Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn
Musa ibn Muhammad ibn Abdul Malik ibn Said al-Ansi (d.
685 AH/1286 AD):

15. Bast al-Ard bi-al-Tulwa al-Ard, edited by: Juan
Granit Gines, Moulay Hassan Institute, Cremades Press,
Tetouan, Morocco, 1958.

Al-Zubaidi, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Abd al-Razzaq
al-Husseini Abu al-Faydh, known as Murtada (d. 1205
AH/1790 AD):
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16. Taj al-Arus min Jawahir al-Qamus, edited by: a
group of researchers, Dar al-Hidayah for Printing and
Publishing, Kuwait, 1965, vol. 2.

Ibn Abi Zar' al-Fasi, Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Muhammad (was
alive before 726 AH/1325 AD):

17. Al-Anis al-Mutrib bi-Rawd al-Qirtas fi AkhbarMuluk
al-MaghribwaTarikhMadinatFas, Suwar Press and Paper,
Rabat, 1972.

Al-Zuhri, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr (d. mid-
6th century AH/mid-12th century AD):

18. Kitab al-Jughrafiya, edited by: Muhammad Haj
Sadeq, Al-Thagafa al-Diniyah Library, Cairo, 1989.

Ibn Idhari al-Marrakushi, Abu Abdullah Ahmad ibn
Muhammad (was alive in 712 AH/1312 AD):

19. Al-Bayan al-Mughrib fi Akhbaral-Andaluswa al-
Maghrib, edited by: Ihsan Abbas, 3rd ed., Dar al-Thagafa,
Beirut, Lebanon, 1983, vol. 4.

Ibn al-Fagih, Abu Abdullah Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Ishag al-Hamadani (d. 365 AH/975 AD):

20. Al-Buldan, edited by: Youssef al-Hadi, 1st ed., 'Alam
al-Kutub, Beirut, 1996, vol. 1.

Al-Qadilyad, ibn Musa Abu al-Fadl (d. 544 AH/1149 AD):

21. Tartib al-MadarikwaTaqgrib al-Masalik, edited by:
Said Ahmad A'rab, 1st ed., Fadala Press, Mohammedia,
Morocco, 1983, vol. 8.

Al-Qazwini, Zakariya ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmud (d. 682
AH/1283 AD):

22. Athar al-BiladwaAkhbar al-lbad, Dar Sader, Beirut,

1960, vol. 1.

Al-Qazwini, Zakariya ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmud (d. 682
AH/1283AD):

23. Athar al-Bilad wa Akhbar al-'lbad) Vestiges of the
Lands and News of the People), Dar Sadir, Beirut, 1960,
Vol. 1.
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Al-Qalgashandi, Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Ahmad (d. 821 AH/1418

AD):

24, Subh al-A'sha fi Sina'at al-Insha, Dar al-Kutub al-
lImiyah, Beirut, 1987, vol. 5.

Al-Muhallabi, al-Hasan ibn Ahmad (d. 380 AH/990 AD):

25. Al-Masalikwa al-Mamalik or Kitab al-Azizi,
compiled, commented on, and annotated by:
TayseerKhalaf, 1st ed., Dar al-Takwin for Printing,
Publishing and Distribution, Damascus, 2006, vol. 1.

Author Unknown:

26. Al-Istibsar fi Aja'ib al-Amsar, Dar al-Shu'un al-

Thaqgafiya, Baghdad, 1986, vol. 1.
Author Unknown:

217. Al-Hulal al-Mawshiyah, edited by: SuhaylZakkar,
Abdul QadirZamama, 1st ed., Dar al-Rashad al-Haditha,
Casablanca, Morocco, 1979.

Al-Marrakushi, Abdul Wahid ibn Ali al-Tamimi al-
Marrakushi, Muhyi al-Din (d. 647 AH/1249 AD).

28. Al-Mu'jib  fi  TalkhisAkhbar al-Maghrib  min
LadanFathal-AndalusilaAkhirAsr al-Muwahhidin, edited
by: Salah al-Din al-Hawari, 1st ed., Al-Asriya Library,
Saida, Beirut, 2006, vol. 1.

29. Watha'iq al-Murabitinwa al-Muwahhidin, edited by:
Hussein Mounis, 1st ed., Al-Thagafa al-Diniyah Library,
Cairo, 1997.

Al-Maqgari, Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-
Magqgari al-Tilmisani (d. 1041 AH/1631 AD):

30. Nafh al-Tib min Ghusnal-Andalus al-Ratib, edited

by: Ihsan Abbas, Dar Sader, Beirut, Lebanon, 1900, vol. 1.
Ibn Manzur, Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn Ali, Abu al-
Fadl Jamal al-Din (d. 711 AH/1311 AD):

31. Lisan al-Arab, 3rd ed., Dar Sader, Beirut, 1968, vol.
1.

Al-Wansharisi, Abi al-Abbas Ahmad ibn Yahya (d. 914
AH/1508 AD):

vés

c¥o — Job) gl (3A) 2aad) JEY g Falll A il 3 At




oY) aLaBy) b il cnd) Bylas
(AYYET — Voot [ gan 06V -t EA) cplalall 3ge DA

32. Al-Mi'yar al-Mu'ribwa al-Jami* al-Mughrib an
FatawaAhllIfrigiyahwaal-Andaluswa al-Maghrib, compiled
by: a group of jurists under the supervision of Muhammad
al-Hajji, Ministry of Awqgaf and Islamic Affairs, Rabat,
1981, vol. 3.
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« Shukri, Ahmad:

1. Mamlakat Ghana waAlagatuha bi-al-Haraka al-Murabitah
(Hal HaganQam al-Murabitun bi-Ghazw Ghana), Institute
of African Studies, Casablanca, Morocco, 1997.

. Hatamlah, Muhammad Abduh:

2. Al-Andalus: Al-Tarikhwa al-Hadarawa al-Mihna, Faculty

of Social and Human Sciences, Amman, Jordan, 2000.
. Hussein, Tahir Ragheb:

3. TariknNuqgud Dawlat al-Maghrib min 441 AH ila 982 AD,

Dar al-Ulum Faculty, Cairo, 1994.
. Dandash, Ismat Abdul Latif:

4. Al-Andalus fi  Mustahall al-MurabitinwaNihayat al-
Muwahhidin, 1st ed., Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut,
Lebanon, 1988.

. Ramadan, Atif Mansour Muhammad:

5. Al-Shaklwa al-Madmun fi al-Nuqud al-Islamiyah (Dirasat
al-Zaman wa al-Makan), Arab Organization for
Administrative Development, Cairo, 2004, vol. 6.

. Al-Zirikli, Khayr al-Din ibn Mahmud ibn Muhammad ibn
Ali ibn Faris (d. 1396 AH/1976 AD):

6. Al-A'lam, 15th ed., Dar al-'limlil-Malayin, Beirut, 2002,

vol. 2, vol. 7.
. Al-Sai'h, al-Hasan:

7. Al-Hadara al-Islamiyah fi al-Maghrib, 2nd ed., Dar al-

Thagafa, Casablanca, Morocco, 1986.
. Salim, Abdul Aziz:

8. Tarikh Almeria al-Islamiyah: Qa'idatUstulal-Andalus,
Shab al-Jami‘ah Foundation for Printing and Publishing,
Alexandria, 1984.
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Stanley Lane-Poole:

9. The Moors in Spain, translated by: Ali al-Jarim, Al-Ma‘arif

Press, Egypt, 1944.
Suleiman, Ahmad al-Said:

10. Tarikh al-Duwal al-Islamiyah waMu'jam al-Usar al-

Hakima, Dar al-Ma'arif, Cairo, 1969.
Al-Sallabi, Muhammad Ali:

11. Figh al-Tamkininda Dawlat al-Murabitin, Igra
Foundation for Publishing, Distribution and Translation,
Cairo, 2006, 1st ed., vol. 2.

Al-Samadi, Muhammad Said:

12, Harakat al-Tijara al-BahariyaBayna al-Maghribwaal-
AndalusAyyam al-Murabitin, Faculty of Arts and
Humanities, Tetouan, 2001.

Taha, Jamal Ahmad:

13. MadinatFas fi Asray al-Murabitinwa al-Muwahhidin
448 AH/1056 AD ila 668 AH/1269 AD:
DirasaSiyasiyahwaHadariyah, Dar al-Wafa' li-Dunya al-
Tiba'ahwa al-Nashr, Alexandria, 2001.

Constable, Olivia Remie:

14. Trade and Traders in the Andalus, translated by:

Faisal Abdullah, Al-Obaikan Library, Beirut, 2002.
Lewis, Archibald R.:

15. Naval and Commercial Power in the Mediterranean
Basin, translated by: Ahmad Muhammad Issa, Al-Nahda
al-Misriyah Library, Cairo, 1960.

Muhammad, Hamdi Abdul Mun'im:

16. Al-Tarikh al-Siyasiwa al-Hadari li-al-Maghribwaal-
Andalus fi Asr al-Murabitin, Dar al-Ma'rifa al-Jami'iyah,
Alexandria, 1997.

Mahmoud, Hasan Ahmad:

17. Qiyam Dawlat al-Murabitin: SafhaMushriga min
Tarikh al-Maghrib fi al-Usur al-Wusta, Dar al-Fikr al-
Arabi, Cairo, 1957.

Abu Mustafa, Kamal al-Sayyid:
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Murabitinwa al-Muwahhidin, Al-Muhtadin al-Islamiyah
Library, Alexandria, 1996.

Academic Theses
. lIbnal-Dhib, Issa:

1. Al-Maghribwaal-Andalus fi Asr al-Murabitin:
Dirasaljtima'iyawalqtisadiya (480-540 AH / 1056-1145
AD), unpublished PhD thesis, Faculty of Human and
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. Ibn Qurba, Salih:
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