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"The Influence of Natural Phenomena on the Attributes and Functions of

Mesopotamian Deities”
Abstract:

Natural phenomena had a profound impact on human life in all its aspects and
played a significant role in shaping human thought. In regions where natural
phenomena were regular and predictable, people tended to exhibit a calm and
stable intellectual demeanor. These conditions gave rise to religious beliefs
characterized by historical continuity—deities worshipped in early periods
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continued to be revered in later ages. In contrast, in regions subject to extreme or
violent environmental fluctuations, human behavior and thinking often reflected
similar intensity and extremism. Deities in such areas experienced turbulent
fates, sometimes even being violently rejected or symbolically 'killed' as a form
of divine retribution.The influence of natural phenomena is clearly reflected in
Mesopotamian belief systems, where the status and attributes of a deity were
directly linked to the perceived level of their cosmic impact. A god’s importance
was proportional to their influence—either positive or negative—based on the
causes and conditions surrounding their domain.The constant presence of these
phenomena in the surrounding environment placed them at the center of early
Mesopotamian contemplation, especially from the onset of settlement in the
region. This led to the development of an expansive belief system capable of
encompassing a vast number of deities, classified as celestial, terrestrial, or even
embodied in living creatures through which humans could emulate natural laws.

All of these reflections were meticulously recorded and transmitted through
artistic depictions, hymns, and a rich corpus of myths, allowing us to understand
the complexity of their cosmological and religious worldview.
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Textual and Visual Sources, Academic Press Fribourg Vandenhoeck &
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Jeremy Black and Anthony Green, Gods, Demons and symbols of Ancient

Mesopotamia, British Museum, 1992, p132.
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