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The role of the Jews in the translation movement and its impact
on Europe
Zainab Kadhim Abd UL Hasan
Department of History, College of Basic Education, Al-
Mustansiriya University
E-mail zainabkazem@uomustansiriyah.edu.iq

Abstract

The research revolves around the role of the Jews in the translation
movement in Andalusia and their impact on Europe. Researchers are
interested in studying the history of Andalusia as part of the history of
the Islamic nation, whose borders extended to southern France. The
Jews form part of the Islamic society, where the social components of
the Arabs, Berbers, Jews, Christians, and Spaniards fused and became
a cultural component. One with the Andalusian component, in which
science and knowledge began to flourish as a result of the fusion of
civilizations in the crucible of the new society, so that Andalusia
became the Baghdad of the West, due to the civilizational, cultural
and urban prosperity it had achieved, Jews lived in the Iberian
Peninsula for several centuries before the Muslims conquered it.
During this long period, they were subjected to many nations and
peoples who ruled it in succession. The people of this country and its
rulers hated them and oppressed them. Before the Islamic conquest of
Andalusia, the Catholic Goths turned the Jews into slaves, after they
had failed during more than a hundred years of oppression against
them, to convert them to Christianity. When the Muslims conquered
Andalusia, they lifted the persecution of the Jews, and most of those
who claimed to be Christians returned. They dealt with them in
accordance with the legal provisions for the People of the Covenant,
allowing them to maintain their religion and practice their rituals.
They lived for more than eight centuries enjoying Islamic rule and
saw the civilization of the Muslims. The Jews of Andalusia were
impressed by everything the Muslims had and tried to imitate them
and learned their literature, thought and culture. They were motivated
to serve their extinct Hebrew language, so they established rules for it
in the manner of the rules of the Arabic language, and translated from
Arabic into various languages.
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