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Abstract:

The temple played a pivotal role in the lives of ancient
Yemenis. It was not just a place of worship, but also a
religious, political, social, and economic center. It was
administered by the mukarrib, a religious title that combined
religious and political authority, as it was a position of great
influence. The temple was linked to economic activities, as
taxes and vows were collected there, records were kept, and
agreements were concluded there. As for its political role, the
temple represented a center for establishing the legitimacy of
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the ruler, who was sometimes viewed as a representative of
God or a ruler by His will. It also contributed to strengthening
the prestige of the state, consolidating the centrality of rule, and
affirming obedience to the ruler by cloaking his decisions in a
religious garb that linked worldly authority with divine will.

Keywords: temple - internal parts of the temple - role of the
temple.
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