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The Deputy of the Buyid Emir in Iraq during the reign of Emir Baha' al-
Dawla (379-403 AH/989-1012 CE): Sabur ibn Ardashir (416 AH / 1025 CE)
(A Case Study)
Researcher Shorouk Majeed
Prof. Dr. Ali Hassan Ghadhban
University of Baghdad/Ibn Rushd College of Education for
Humanities/Department of History

During the Buyid era, especially in Fars and Irag, the position of Deputy
emerged significantly. This individual would act on behalf of the Emir when the
latter was away from his seat of residence. This post became particularly
relevant when Iraq and Fars were under the rule of a single Emir, whose primary
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residence was Shiraz. In such cases, the Emir would dispatch a representative to

Baghdad to govern on his behallf.

Vizier Sabur ibn Ardashir was chosen for this very position. The Deputy
was the most powerful figure directly after the Emir, managing state affairs on
his behalf and representing Emir Baha' al-Dawla in his absence. Sabur ibn
Ardashir wielded considerable influence, administering the affairs of Iraq
entirely on Baha' al-Dawla's behalf. His broad powers encompassed financial
and military administration, foreign relations, negotiation, and the appointment
and dismissal of governors.

However, the Deputy of Emir Baha' al-Dawla, Sabur ibn Ardashir, was
subject to dismissal and forced to flee to al-Batiha (the marshes). This was due
to political fluctuations, court intrigues, and his inability to handle economic or
military crises. His tenure as Deputy would end because of these internal
disturbances, rather than necessarily due to the Emir's return to Irag.

Keywords: The Deputy of the Buyid Emir, Sabur ibn Ardashir , Emir Baha' al-
Dawla.
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