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Ottoman-Portuguese confrontations in the Arab seas during the
sixteenth century: their developments and results. ( a historical study).

Ottoman Empire was not in direct confrontation with the Portuguese,
who advanced to control the Arabian seas, after crossing the Cape of Good
Hope reaching the Arabian Sea, Gulf of Oman, and India in 1498 AD.
However, the rapid unfolding events and the collapse of the Mamluk state
in Egypt led to a noticeable military conflict between the Ottoman and
Portuguese states. Ottoman documents and Arab and foreign sources
carried much about the events of this conflict, while the memoirs of
Portuguese leaders conveyed many details of these confrontations that
lasted almost eighty years. Some of these were direct battles with
significant losses between the two states during that historical period,
while others were confrontations in a different, undeclared manner.
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Nevertheless, the relentless pursuit by both sides to tighten the grip on the
other continued in various forms.
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