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Historical Documentation in Church Writings: Saint Mar Ahudemmeh as a
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Abstract:

The study of the pre-Islamic period based on church sources is considered an
important field, as it sheds light on the bright aspects of that era, due to the
various relationships that existed at the time, particularly those related to
religion and its connection to political matters. This research aims to examine
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the historical and religious figure (a controversial one) whose story has been
mentioned in the writings of Christian historians.

This study aims to present and discuss the figure of Saint Mar Ahodame in
church historical sources from the 5th century AD to the 14th century AD,
specifically in the writings of (John of Ephesus, Dionysius of Tell Mahre, the
Nou manuscript, Mar Michael the Great, Ibn al-‘Abri, and Abduh Shua’ al-
Subawi), where their accounts are presented in full, sequentially, and supported
with sources and references. The study also analyzes the most significant aspects
of their narratives to reach a relative truth that enriches the research. The main
issue of the study revolves around the following questions: how are saints
mentioned in church historical sources? How are their lives depicted? And is
their role highlighted? by using the hypothesis of their mention in primary
sources, treating them as part of the continuum that completes the history of
their predecessors. The study focuses on the historical and geographical context
of Mesopotamia from the 4th century to the 15th century AD, using an
analytical and descriptive approach, discussing the various narratives and
opinions, followed by a conclusion that summarizes the most important findings
of the researcher.
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