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Burial Customs and Traditions in Anatolia
Prof.Dr Qusay Subhy Abbas Al Jumaily
gusaynusku@gmail.com
University of Baghdad- College of arts- Dept. of Archaeology
Adel Faiq Rasheed Mohammed
University of Baghdad- College of arts- Dept. of Archaeology

Adel.faeg2208p@coart.uobaghdad.edu.ig

Abstract

Burial is one of the oldest human customs acquired by humans and how
they deal with the body of the deceased, as burial customs reveal important
aspects of the spiritual and religious beliefs of ancient societies and the
development of this process from simple graves to burial under the floors of
housing and then its transformation to burial in private cemeteries and then
Burial in buildings prepared for this purpose or allocating part of the settler to be
the designated site for the cemetery, as each of these stages reflects important
intellectual aspects and in turn indicates intellectual and spiritual
interconnectedness as well as The regional relations that link the Neolithic sites
throughout the Zagros region, extending across Tirkiye, Irag, and currently Iran,
with an emphasis on the region of the western part of ancient Anatolia. The
research discusses a number of hypotheses related to the burial process in its
various stages, with an emphasis on the case of the buildings of the dead or
skulls that clearly spread in the Neolithic period sites in Anatolia and from there
it spread to Mesopotamia, and an attempt to explain this practice, which was
interpreted as “ancestor worship” or perhaps for it. A relationship to the process
of human sacrifices or offerings that were offered to a specific deity or totem in
the village to ensure supplies and food resources for the people of the village,
especially with the new economic development represented by simple
agriculture. The first attempts at domestication, especially with the continuation
of this ritual for nearly a thousand years, occurred at the site of Cayonu.
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