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Abstract

Coins are important documents minted by the state (i.e., the caliphate),
and they cannot be contested or doubted. Through them, we can often learn
about various aspects of the state, including its economic, political, and religious
characteristics, among others. They bear slogans, symbols, and inscriptions that
were engraved for significant purposes related to the state. Islamic coins are
considered a document and a source of history and civilization, as they are one
of the emblems of the sultan or caliph upon assuming the caliphate. Scholarly
studies on these small pieces of currency began around the end of the 19th
century and have since attracted the attention of researchers and scholars of
Islamic states due to the inscriptions on them, such as names, titles, honorifics,
cities, and other information. No researcher studying a particular state can
ignore them, as they shed light on many important aspects of that state.

Their importance grew because they played a significant role in Islamic
transactions, such as the payment of alms (zakat), land tax (kharaj), and dowries.
The study of coins also became essential for researchers because they provide
evidence of the ruler’s faith and religious sect. Some states made sure to include
symbols reflecting their belief system on their coins, and there are many
examples of this.

Indeed, coins are a true reflection of the events that took place during
the caliphate. There were types of Islamic coins not intended for circulation but
were minted to commemorate important events in the political, economic, or
social life of the state. These events are numerous and well-documented through
coins, such as the founding of new cities, the ascension of rulers to power, or the
pledging of allegiance to a crown prince, among others.

These types of coins are known as commemorative coins, event coins,
or commemorative medallions. They differ from other coins in terms of weight,
diameter, and the inscriptions on them. Such coins were often given to high-
ranking individuals, such as ministers, military leaders, and other prominent
figures in the state.

This research focuses on a rare and significant gold dinar, which was
minted to commemorate an important occasion. We have conducted a scientific
study of this coin, analyzing the historical events surrounding its minting,
interpreting the inscription on it through available Qur’anic interpretations, and
examining the situation of the Abbasid caliphate in its later periods, as this coin
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dates back to the reign of the Abbasid caliph Al-Musta’sim Billah (640-656 AH
/ 1242-1258 CE). We have also focused on the caliphate just before its collapse
and the Mongol invasion.

Before beginning the study of this dinar, it is important to provide a
brief biography of Caliph Al-Musta’sim Billah, as the coin is attributed to him.
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